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Selectmen's Report
As we approach the 1974 Town Meeting, the Selectmen can look back on a busy and interesting
year. During 1973, we believe that the Town has encountered its share of accomplishments along with
some frustrations. Unquestionably the November announcement by Olympic Refineries of its intention
to construct a huge oil refinery at rural Durham Point presented an issue of vital consequence to the
community, and placed a new set of pressures on your Selectmen. We shall report this year on normal
activities which have not been affected by the oil refinery issue, and shall offer a brief statement
of our position on the refinery question.
Activities of the Selectmen have been reported rather comprehensively by the two regional daily
papers and, since September, by the weekly paper. This annual report cannot serve as a chronicle of
all matters discussed during the year; instead, it will be a summary of important work accomplished,
as well as an account of the frustrations which we have met in our efforts to achieve certain commu-
nity goals. We shall also offer a brief general statement on important future needs of the community.
We have met at least once each week throughout the year- normally at a public meeting held at
7:00 P.M. on Monday evening. We have held extra public meetings, as well as a very limited number
of executive sessions, along with assorted sessions with state and other local officials. In addi-
tion to the large number of public hearings held throughout the year, we found it necessary to take
the unusual step of requesting the Superior Court to permit two special Town Meetings in 1973. Be-
yond these obligations, each of us has served on various local committees which are important to the
life of the community.
In the conduct of our duties throughout the year, each of us has sought to promote the best
interests of the Town. We have not always been \inanimous in our decisions on all issues, but we have
made our views clear and discussed publicly our agreements and disagreements. Indeed, we expect that
there are those who will disagree with some of our views on Town affairs expressed in this report,
and we hope that they and all citizens will continue to watch, criticize, and perhaps even let us know
when we may be doing something right.
The single most important role of the Town is the provision of day-to-day services expected and
deserved by citizens. Throughout the year, we have been pleased with the performance of Town agencies
which supply these services. We believe that the citizens are well served by the Public Works Depart-
ment and its ancillary activities related to sewer, water, and incinerator functions, and by the
Police and Fire Departments.
During 1973, the Public Works Department completed the construction of Bumham Avenue, Strafford
Avenue was rebuilt, the approaches to the new Mill Road Railroad bridge were constructed, a signifi-
cant amount of paving and sealing was accomplished, parking lots were paved and marked, important
gains were recorded in the improvement and replacement of signs throughout the community, and street
cleaning and snow plowing capacities have been improved. The Public Works budget is increasing as
new equipment is purchased and pay raises granted. This year a full time Director of Public Works
was appointed, and we were pleased when former Assistant Director of Public Works George Crombie
returned to Durham to assume the new position. We believe the Town can expect a consistently improv-
ing level of accomplishment from the Department under his direction.
Construction is now underway on a Grease handling facility at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.
Operated by the Town, and supported financially by UNH and the community, the new facility will be
completed this year. This plant addition was necessary to handle the large amounts of grease which
are discharged into the sewage system by the food handling operations in the community.
We have encountered major frustrations in our attempts to begin work on the secondary treatment
plant which is now required for a more extensive treatment of local sewage. Throughout the year, we
have devoted large amounts of time to the choice of a consulting engineering firm to design the new
facility, and in negotiation with federal and state officials in an effort to ascertain precisely
which federal and state regulations apply to the project. Unfortunately, we are now in an unclear
situation as a result of apparent disagreements between federal and state authorities over the question
of mandatory studies of the so-called "illegal water" in the sewage system. This water comes from
leaking manholes, problems with older sewage lines, and from illegal entrances into the sewer system
from sump pumps and other drainage systems. The Town has developed and is operating a program to
correct these problems, but at this time it is not clear whether a major study of the situation will
be demanded before we can make any progress in the secondary treatment system. The question of the
availability of federal funds for the project is also a serious issue at this time.
Another major frustration has been the long planned expansion of the Town water system. Follow-
ing the November Town Meeting, which was necessitated because of a technicality in the advertising of
an early 1973 public hearing, we went through the bidding procedure only to find that we needed an
additional $130,000 in order to complete the project at the low bid price. The price of steel used in
the construction of the water tower was the principal reason for the increase in costs over the
original estimates. All funds for this expansion will come from fees paid by the water users. We
urge favorable consideration at the 1974 Town Meeting of the new bond issue in order that we may
proceed with the approved expansion of the water supply.
The incinerator which is operated by the Town for the coitimunity and UNH has needed some signifi-
cant repair work this year, but has generally performed well. Certainly our solid waste facility,
formerly known as the Town Dump, is one of the most efficient in New Hampshire.
The Police Department added two officers during 1973, and has provided the community with 24 hour
police coverage every day. The number of cases handled by the Police Department has been rising
steadily as its capacity has been increased. More officers have been attending training sessions in
the state and elsewhere, including Lieutenant Ronald McGowen who successfully completed the required
7 week course of study at the Juvenile Officers' Institute at the University of Minnesota.
The progress of the Durham-UNH Fire Department during 1973 has been gratifying. Unlike other
joint Town and UNH endeavors, the Fire Department is operated by a Board of Commissioners. In recent
months this agency has begun to function more efficiently and we are encouraged by current develop-
ments which are directed toward upgrading Fire Department service to the community.
Moving from major service responsibilities, the Town has engaged in other activities during the
year. The acquisition of the Jackson property on the Oyster River has been a major accomplishment.
The enthusiastic citizen support which was expressed for our proposal to purchase the property was
encouraging, and represented a strong commitment to the future recreation and conservation needs of
the Town. While we were disappointed in our inability to use federal Outdoor Recreation funds for
this purchase owing to complicated federal relocation requirements, the sale of the house and a
small amount of the land for $43,500, and the use of $10,000 of previously appropriated Conservation
Commission funds brought the costs of the acquisition within reasonable limits.
The skating rink now in operation on part of the site is already a popular facility which should
become increasingly important. While the total cost of the rink was $6,800.00 including the clearing
and grading of the land, there has been a large amount of citizen volunteer effort in the construction
and installation of the boards surrounding the rink, and a continuing contribution to the maintenance
of the ice. Although many citizens have worked in this endeavor, major thanks go to Dr. Robert Barth
for his tremendous contributions to all efforts associated with the construction and operation of the
rink.
We have encountered some delays in our efforts to rebuild the Mill Pond dam. Federal Revenue
Sharing money was appropriated by the Town for this project at the 1973 Town Meeting, and these funds
will be available for the project for the current year. Negotiations with state officials have been
conducted, and it is expected that the new dam will be built by a state crew during 1974.
Town beautification efforts have also been proceeding. New settees have been installed, trees
have been planted, land abutting the shopping center on Mill Road has been given to the Town, and a
pedestrian rest area has been built near the corner of Mill Road and Main Street, centered around the
granite well cap from the Albert Littlehale Farm.
As this is written, information hearings on the Olympic Refineries plan for a Durham Point oil
refinery have been scheduled. It is appropriate for us to set forth briefly the policy of the Board
of Selectmen on this issue. Since the November announcement, we have made it clear that the local
zoning ordinances will be supported. The zoning ordinainces presently prohibit the construction of a
refinery on Durham Point. We will insist on the right of this community to make the decision on
whether or not to change the permitted uses of the Durham Point land. We have retained counsel to
guide us in these matters, and will continue to try to work in the best interest of the citizens of
Durham in facing this important matter. It is apparent to us, however, that the nature of the town
would be dramatically altered if rezoning to permit the refinery is favored by the citizens of the
community. Until the citizens decide to uphold the zoning ordinance or to change it, we will attempt
to see that appropriate information on the refinery proposal is made available for your consideration.
At this time, we simply cannot address ourselves reasonably to the issues of future development
in the Town if the refinery is built here. We can offer some predictions about needs and opportu-
nities for the future based on a continued development of the Town along the lines which we have
experienced in the last 10 years. We believe there will be demands for water and sewer expansions,
as well as a need to reconstruct older parts of the existing sewage system. Several streets which
were improperly built should be reconstructed, the public works garage facility will need development,
decisions will have to be made about Town Hall facilities, and traffic flows will be a serious issue
at least until a new access to the University from Route 4 is built west of the railroad. Sidewalk
construction programs are needed, and in the future there should be consideration of housing for the
elderly, bicycle paths, recreation facilities, and conservation issues.
REPORT OF 1973 REVENUE SHARI!
RECEIVED 1/1/73 - 6/30/74 (Estimate)
Interest - 1/1/73 - 12/31/73
Estimated Interest - 1/1/74 - 6/30/74
Sub-Total
EXPENDED 1/1/73 - 12/31/73




Expected Revenue, 7/1/74 - 6/30/75
Interest, 7/1/74 - 6/30/75
TO BE SPENT 7/1/74 - 6/30/75
BALANCE, 7/1/75
EXPECTED REVENUE - 7/1/73 - 12/31/75
EXPECTED INTEREST, 7/1/75 - 12/31/75






















ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
AND BUDGET SUMMARY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1972
ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE





Surplus Used to Reduce Taxes
Tax Collector's Difference -
1972 Property Taxes





I have examined the balance sheets of the various funds of the Town
of Durham, New Hampshire as of December 31, 1972 and the related state-
ments of operations and changes in fund balances for the year then ended.
My examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records
and other such auditing procedures as I considered necessary in the
circumstances .
In my opinion, the aforementioned financial statements present
fairly the financial position of the various funds of the Town of Durham,
New Hampshire at December 31, 1972 and the results of their operations
and changes in fund balances for the 3'ear then ended, in conformity with
generallly accepted accounting principles applicable to governmental
entities, applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year.
^tu^Y.
Certified Public Accountant

















STATEMENT OF LONG TERM INDEBTEDNESS














STATEMENT OF LONG TERM INDEBTEDNESS
Public Works Advisory Committee
During the past year, the Public Works Advisory Committee has been
involved in a variety of programs for the Town. These included the
assistance to the Superintendent of Public Works and the Board of Selectmen
in developing detailed specifications for the new Town Loader, and the
Committee's ultimate recommendations to the Selectmen for the award of
the contract for the new Michigan Loader.
Also during 1973, the Public Works Advisory Committee has reviewed
the layout plans and areas for the new maintenance yard, and is presently
giving consideration to the utilization of existing buildings which will
be vacated when the move is made to the new yard.
The Committee handled the interviews for nearly twenty candidates
for the position of Superintendent of Public Works when Mr. H. N. LeClair
was assigned to his new permanent position as Administrative Assistant to
the Board of Selectmen. Further, the Public Works Advisory Committee has
assisted the Superintendent of Public Works in developing job classifica-
tions and salary ranges for our permanent and temporary employees.
In recent months the Public Works Advisory Committee has assisted
the Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen, and the Superin-
tendent of Public Works in selecting the equipment to be included in the
budget for acquisition at this Town Meeting, in accordance with the
replacement schedule. Further, the Committee has reviewed and approved
the Public Works program proposed for approval at the 1974 Town Meeting.




The year of 1973 became the year for a number of organizational
changes brought about in order to handle the increasing demands of our
roadway system. We presently have a Foreman in charge of maintenance
and one in charge of construction. This system creates better service to
the community.
The mild winter of 1973 allowed a number of projects to be completed.
Many trees were removed in order to obtain better sight distances on Mill
Road, as well as to remove those dead trees that were determined to be
hazardous to traffic during strong wind conditions. The mild winter also
allowed time for equipment repair, as well as the painting of truck bodies,
Due to the early spring weather, work on the wall near the Town
parking lot, sidewalks, landscaping, and the top application coat of
pavement were finished in time for the opening of one-way traffic.
Mr. Niemi , our Maintenance Foreman, should be commended along with
his crew for the excellent job done on the Pettee Brook wall. At the
time of the parking lot completion the final touches of construction were




with the aid of our new sand blaster, we are The approach to the Mill Road bridge was
now able to perform bridge maintenance. constructed this past spring by the Durham
Brian Beers is shown sandblasting Wiswall Highway Department. Seci.ions of the approach
Bridge. were raised as much as six feet to increase
sight distance.
During the summer the Highway Department reconstructed Strafford
Avenue. All construction and construction supervision was done by the
Highway Department. Seth Hayes, our Construction Foreman, and his crew
should also be commended for their fine work done on Strafford Avenue.
The work done on Strafford Avenue depicts the type of work the Highway
Department is capable of doing.
The Fall brought on another fine period of excellent weather,
enabling paving, storm drain construction, seal coating, ledge removal,
patching, sand screening, ditching, and a number of improvements to our
ever-increasing road system.
The purchase of the Michigan Loader has been a great asset to the
Department. It not only loads sand, but carries the snowb lower and is
the finest snowplow we have, capable of moving a huge amount of snow. The
new sidewalk tractor is another piece of equipment that has many uses,
such as carrying lawn mowers in summer, roadside mowing, digging post
holes, hauling roller and screen for seal work, and most important -
plowing sidewalks in winter storms.
The second-hand sweeper purchased has done a great deal in keeping
the curb line clean of litter. This time saving machine has enabled more
time to be spent on other projects.
The Highway Department looks to 19 74 to improve the roadway system




In February of 1973, the Incinerator was modified to include an
automatic feed ram. This installation completed a three-part improvement
program consisting of a storage building, a front end loader, and an
automatic feed system. The new system increased burning capacity from.
20 to 30 tons of trash per day. During the year, we averaged 26 tons per
day, for a total of 34,000 cubic yards during the past year. This
compares to 27,000 in 1972 and 23,000 in 1971.
The most dramatic budget change for the year was a cost jump in
liquid propane from 18 cents to 37 cents per gallon. In order to over-
come a devastating operating deficit, we have eliminated firing one of
the propane burners and as yet have not witnessed any adverse effect in
particulate matter. The consumption of propane has been cut consider-
ably but it is premature to state how much.
Automatic Loadinq at incinerator
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Town Beautification
At the last Town Meeting the Public Works Department received loud
and clear instructions from the Durham citizenry when funds were appro-
priated for the specific purpose of improving the esthetic appearances
of those places around Town that have a high and frequent visual impact.
As a result, this attitude prevailed into routine projects as well.
We started the year by cleaning up Horsehide Brook of debris that had
fallen into the brook in years past. The picture shown depicts a crane
used to remove automobile carcasses, refrigerators, and other junk that
was deposited in the sanitary landfill site and buried. While they were
there, the crew also seeded and landscaped around the storage shed at the
Incinerator site. We were also prodded and assisted by several Durham
citizens and civic minded groups such as the Tree Warden, the Garden Club,
and many others, with the result that Rudy Niemi was asked to take
particular care with construction of the Pettee Brook stone wall, with
additions to that project to be followed up this summer. Shrubbery was
also used to break up the expanse of pavement at the reconstructed parking
lot and, as the pictures show, some of the citizen participation was of
the most active variety.
We also acquired a donation of land and money from Ed LeHoullier,
owner of the Mill Road Shopping Center;-. The lot of land is adjacent to
the intersection of Mill Road and Main Street. We had Rudy Niemi
construct a patio of granite taken from the quarry at the Dump site on
which we placed a wellstone to create a focal point of interest. The
wellstone was donated by Mrs. Littlehale and came from the Littlehale
Farm. The third piece of granite was part of an old header across the
culvert on Longmarsh Road. The unusual long piece of granite was
preserved during the reconstruction of Longmarsh Road and is being used
as a bench. Until someone anoints this area with a better name, we are
calling it "Relic Park."
We presently have two or three other pieces of stone, but are on the
lookout for stones of interest that anybody might be willing to donate.
We are also interested in creative ideas, from anyone wishing to express
them, as to what to do next. If interested, call Henry LeClair at the
Town Office.






The Civil Defense operational plans are being examined in deoth by Town and
University Civil Defense officers. The up-dating of the Town's Civil Defense nlan is being
undertaken to insure necessary response proceedures for disasters.
The Board of Selectmen appointed Thomas F. Rankin, to replace the temporary appoint-




Water Department operations were somewhat routine during the year,
with nothing out of the ordinary occurring except for breaks to a ten
inch main on Church Hill in August. We also experienced breaks on Meadow
Road and several on Schoolhouse Lane. These mains are part of the old
Pettee system and must be replaced in the near future. During the year,
the mains were flushed in the Spring by the Town Crew and in the Fall by
the Fire Department, and a vast improvement was noted in the water
quality since the usual buildup of sediment in the pipes was absent.
We feel that this is attributable to the new improvements at the Water
Treatment Plant. Total gallons pumped during the year were nearly
identical at 76.7 million gallons to the prior year's 76.9 million gallons.
Sales and expenditures were nearly identical and we ended the year with
net unencumbered balance of about $22,000.00. The total expenditures
also included some $14,000 for design and exploration of the proposed
water storage site and tank.
During the year, Ralph Meyers completed a set of water maps contain-
ing some 40 pages which show water main locations. Mr. Meyers donated
time that equalled the equivalent of six months of continuous effort to
create a basic foundation for recording all future waterwork activities.
The effort represents the Town's attempt to assimilate all Water Depart-
ment information in one file, and is greatly appreciated by those who
have to use it.
IMPROVEMENTS :
During the year consultants finished a report for water storage
improvements and the Town voted to proceed with the construction by the
passage of a bond which, unfortunately, turned out to be insufficient after
bids on the project were opened. Progress to date does include final
design plans; the acquisition of a water site which has been cleared and
is now ready to build on at any point in the future.
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Durham Public Library























Photo by Jack Adams
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Durham District Court
REPORT O:^ -^.E DI'HhAJ'' DIS'n^JCT CO^^RT
January 1 to December 31» 1973




Motor vehicle - violation of tov;n ordinances k^
Motor vehicle - violation of -tr.te statutes '^^iv
b.w.i. ^!+
Attempting to operate while under the influence of narcotics
1
Failure to answer summons ^3
Concealment of morchandi '^•e 35
Drug violations 37
Intoxication ¥'
Possession of alcohol 3-
Minor misrepresenting age l
License required to sell alcohol
1









Sales to minor }
Derisive words
j
Re -elation of dogs ^{^





Throwing refuse on private land _±
Fish and Game violations ^^
Aggravated assault ^
Grand larceny re-





In addition to the above cases, there were PJ cases entered
but not yet heard.









The year, 1973, saw a number of changes for the Police Department. The hiring of
Officers James Faria and Albert Litchford increased our strength to eleven (ll) full-time
officers. It enabled us to increase our foot patrol in the business district and to put
our other cruiser on road patrol more effectively.
The Crossing Guard Program was thought out and once the training program was
established, the Department hired its first crossing guards to man the crosswalks during
school hours. They were I-trs. Ann Murdock, elected co-ordinator, Mrs. Shirley Thompson,
and Mr. Peter Johnson. As the program progressed, Mrs. Shirley Thompson became a
uniformed Matron, and Mrs. Barbara Langley and Mrs. I%deline Lockhardt were added to the
program.
1973, from its inception, saw the Department working short-handed, due to officers
attending training schools, and the unforseen medical and long-term illnesses of others.
Chief Ray Burrows, at the end of the year, with a letter, commended the officers for
their willingness to "pull in their belts" during the problem times and get the job done.
During the many adjustments to the working schedules, the officers continued to make
1973 another banner year in their educational programs. The month of Miy, 1973, started
off the program with Chief flay Burrows and Lt. Ronald McGowen attending the F.B.I. Law
Fnforcement Conference on Extremists and Terrorism, at Concord, New Hampshire.
In I^y, 1973, Sgt. Robert Hollis, Jr., attended a two-week course in Accident
Investigation of Northwestern University held at the New Hampshire Technical Institute,
Concord, New Hampshire. This course was presented by the New Hampshire Police Standards
and Training Council.
Two three-day seLanars were held in l%y, 1973, at the Portsmouth Technical Institute,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Criminal Investigation, with Sgt. Robert Hollis, Jr., and Sgt.
Leslie Jewell attending, and the New Hampshire Criminal Code (new) attended by Lt. Ronald
McGowen c^nd Sgt. Robert Hollis, Jr. Those officers of the department not able to make
the Portsmouth sessions of the New Criminal Code attended in other cities of the State
as their work schedules permitted.
June, 1973} continued schooling for some, while others planned their courses for the
September, 1973, Fall Sessions. Sgt. Leslie Jewell attended the second session of the
Northwestern University Accident Investigation School, held at the New Hampshire Technical
Institute, at Concord, New Hampshire.
Lt. Ronald McGowen attended and graduated from the Eighteenth Annual Juvenile
Officers' Institute at the University of Minnesota, Continuing Education and Extension
from June 18, 1973, to August 3, 1973, (seven-week course). Only one other such
institute is in the United States, which is at the University of Southern California.
The course offered is highly recognized throughout the world. Including the 1973 classes,
eight hundred sixty (86O) persons have completed the Juvenile Officers' Institute. These
participants have come from forty (4-0) states and from nine (9) foreign coiintries.
New Hampshire now has five (5) graduates of this institute. We, of the Durham Police
Department, are proud to have our Lt. Inspector Ronald McGowen among them, - a job well
done!
July, 1973, saw our new officers - James Faria and Albert Litchford - off to the
intensified training program for six weeks at the New Hampshire State Police Training
Academy held at the New Hampshire Technijal Institute, at Concord, New Hampshire.
Again in September, 1973, the fall academic year started and the officers partici-
pated in the Saint Anselms' College Associate Science Degree Program being offered at
the Dover High School, Dover, New Hampshire. The Criminal Law Course was attended by
Chief Ray Burrows, Lt. Ronald McGowen, Sgt, Leslie Jewell, and Patrolman Arthur
Hendrickson. Human Relations was attended by Lt. Ronald McGowen, Sgt. Leslie Jewell,
Patrolman James Faria and Patrolman Kenneth Laderbush. Tho Social Psychology course was
attended by Officer Donald Berry.
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During late 1973, Officer James Faria was requested from this department to attend
the January, 197-4, session of the New Hampshire State Police Training Academy as an
instructor in Defensive Tactics. During the month of January, Officer Faria conducted
two-hour training sessions, instructing forty-two {J+2) officers in the academy training
program in Defensive Tactics. Officer Faria earned his Black Belt in Karate while a
member of the United States ^ferine Corps.
A Bicycle Safety Program was conducted by the Durham Police Department this year,
commencing in September at the Oyster River Elementary School
- Grades 2 through 5.
This program was headed by Officer Donald Berry, assisted by Officers James Faria and
Albert Litchford.
Lectiores and films were presented to each class, featuring a poster contest for
students in Grades 2, 3, and I^., and an essay contest for members of Grade 5.
Ten-Dollar ($10.00) certificates from the Durham Bike Shop were awarded to the
following winners of the poster contest: Grade 2 - Debbie LaRoche, Grade 3 - Curt
Thompson, and Grade A - Kevin Routley.
Essay contest winner, Colin Frost, Grade 5, was awarded a new 10-speed bike, which
was donated by the Durham Bike Shop and the Oyster River Teachers' Educational Workshop.
One of the most significant safety problems which the Police Department is very
concerned with during the 1973-74- season is the trial changeover of the traffic pattern
on I^in Street.
As of July, 1973, the Town of Durham saw lyfein Street go one-way in its traffic flow
pattern.
We, of the Durham Police Department, thank the Board of Selectmen, Mr. Henry
LeClair, and anyone else who had the insight to recognize the problem and did something
constructive in an attempt to resolve the problem.
Our concern is the safety of our pedestrians and motorists, along with reducing
traffic congestion.
During the trial period of the one-way traffic flow, we find the following:
1. The traffic pattern is working very well.
2. We are moving more traffic over the streets in a shorter space of time.
3. There, no longer, is any vehicle back-up as before during the two-way flow.
Do you recall the long lines down Dover Road, IVkdhury Road, and Newmarket
Road in the early morning hours? This is all eliminated.
A. Less accidents reported to this department - one (l) backing from the curb
since this test started! I Left-hand turns eliminated at major points,
removing the safety hazard of vehicles crossing and turning into each
other.
5. New pattern has made it easier for pedestrians and school children to cross
over on the crosswalks. Motorists are more aware of the pedestrian in the
street now than before.
6. Pattern has increased the street's potential to absorb the additional
traffic and has reduced the congestion to a minimum.
7. With the flow, and Town Ordinance making the flag pole island a specified
place for parking buses, the double parking congestion around Jenkins
Co-urt area has been eliminated. The buses are now out of the way.
Let us not forget - there are still problems existing in the new traffic pattern:
1. Speed of vehicles on ]%in Street, Mkdbury Road, and Pettee Brook Lane.
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2. Failure of motorists to yield to pedestrians on the crosswalks.
3. Bicycles failing to comply with the rules of the road.
k. Highway marking of crosswalks needs emphasis.
Yoior Board of Selectmen and the Police Department are attempting to resolve these
problems. The Police Department has taken the following action on the above:
1. Speed posting of 30 MPH requested to be reduced to 25 MPH.
2. Failure of motorists to yield to pedestrians on the crosswalks - arrested
and processed 8 court cases during the pattern trial period to date.
3. Bicycles failing to comply with the rules of the road - arrested and
processed 4-3 court cases during the trial period to date.
U. Highway crosswalk markings - requested Public Works Department to paint
them brightly with diagonal white stripes.
A survey was conducted of your police officers working the traffic one-way pattern
daily and the opinion of these officers is that the change to a one-way traffic pattern
is one of the best things that has been done in Durham for a long time and if the
pattern reverts back to a two-way system it will be a step backward in a progressive-
thinking township.
The Police Department strongly endorses the continuance of the one-way street
pattern and for the Town of Durham to now make the system permanent.
JMr'^-:^-







Aid Rendered to Citizens
Accidents Covered
Motor Vehicle Arrests Vkde
Criminal Arrests ^kde
Summons to Court Issued
Motor Vehicle Warnings Issued
Citizen Complaints Answered
Aid Rendered to Other Agencies
Criminal Investigations Conducted





































(Continued) 1973 SUMMONSES ISSUED
Classification
Operating After Suspension of License
Leaving the Scene of an Accident
Excessive Noise - Motor Vehicle
Passing on the Right
Defective Moffler
Operating Without a Motorcycle License
Scenic Roads, Removal of Stones
Unregistered Utility Trailer
Operating on Sidewalk - Motor Vehicle
Simple Drunk
Overload of Passengers
Driving to Endanger - Motor Vehicle
Misuse of Power - Motor Vehicle
Failure to Keep Right
Parking Regulations
Passing School Bus
Passing at an Intersection
One-Way Street - Bicycles




Failure to License a Dog





Obstruction to Driving Mechanism






























Animal Complaints from Citizens





Try and Locate People
I^isance Phone Calls - Citizen Compla
Stolen Plates from Motor Vehicles
Shooting Complaints - Firearms








Missing Persons - All Areas
Trespassing
One-Way Street Violations - Motor
Vehicles
Defrauding an Innkeeper












Lost Personal Property 13
Recovered Personal Property 8
Fraudulent Checks l/^
Motor Vehicle Complaints 54-
Shoplifters 3









Reckless Operation - Motor Vehicle 3
Soliciting 3
Larceny by False Pretenses 9
Civil letters 10









Spillage in roadway 2
Motor Vehicle Passing School Bus 4-
Threatening Statements 2
Illegal Entry 2





Recovered Motor Vehicle 1




The Juvenile Annual Report relates only those crimes where the juvenile offender was
kno'-m, apprehended, and processed, and does not include unsolved crimes where juveniles
were involved.
A number of juvenile cases involved warnings, with parents being notified, warnings
after hearings with parents, and juveniles released in the custody of parents for




Juvenile Court Hearings 8
Juvenile Court Delinquent Cases 8
Juvenile Court Neglected Cases
Juvenile Cases Referred to Other Authorities 21
Juveniles Referred to the Youth Development Center 3










JVbtor Vehicle Violations 3
Burglaries 2
Using Motor Vehicles Without Authority 2
Illegal Possession of Firearms 2
Shoplifting 1





Breakdown of Juvenile Offenses
(1) W/F, 13 years - runaway - Retiorned to parents - Conference - Warned.
(2) W/F, 14. years - rixnaway - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
(3) W/M, 15 years - assault - Juvenile Court - 2 hearings - Counselling - Probation.
drunkenness -
disorderly conduct -
(4.) W/F, 15 years - larceny - Conference - Warned - Counselling.
morals violation -
(5) W/F, 15 years - drug violation - Juvenile Court - Final Hearing - Case Dismissed.
(6) W/F, 15 years - runaway - Turned over to other authorities - Warned.
(7) W/M, 14 years - runaway - Turned over to other authorities - Warned.
(8) W/F, 16 years - runaway - Turned over to other authorities - Warned.
(9) W/F, 15 years - runaway - Turned over to other authorities - Warned.
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(10 ) W/M, 15 years - alcohol violation - Retiorned to parents - Conference - Warned -
Other authorities notified.
(11) W/M, 16 years - alcohol violation - Retiirned to parents - Conference - Warned -
Other authorities notified.
W/M, 16 years - alcohol violation - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned -
Other authorities notified.
W/M, 16 years - intoxication - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned,
possession of alcohol -
W/M, 16 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 15 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 11+ years - suspicious activities - Warned - Released.
W/M, lU years - suspicious activities - Warned - Released.
W/M, 15 years - alcohol violation - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/F, 15 years - assault victim - Conference.
W/M, 15 years - morals violation - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/F, 15 years - morals violation - Juvenile Court - 2 hearings - Youth Development
runaway - Center,
violation of probation -
W/M, 15 years - alcohol violations - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 16 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 15 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 17 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 13 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 15 years - burglary - Juvenile Court - 2 hearings - Youth Development Center -
burglary - Private school,
larceny -
W/M, 17 years - alcohol violation - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 17 years - alcohol violation - Conference - Warned.
W/F, 17 years - alcohol violation - Conference - Warned.
W/M, lU years - suspicious person - Conference - Warned,
W/M, 13 years - suspicious person - Conference - Warned.
W/^j 13 years - attempted suicide - Conference - Warned - Counselling.
W/F, 13 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 16 years - morals violation - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned,
alcohol violation -
W/F, 1^ years - morals violation - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned,
alcohol violation -
W/M, 16 years - trespass - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
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W/M, 16 years - larceny - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 15 years - illegal possession of a firearm - Returned to parents
- Conference
Warned.
W/F, 15 years - grand larceny - Returned to parents - Conference
- Warned -
W/M, 15 years - alcohol violation - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 16 years - runaway - Returned to parents - Conference
- Warned.
W/M, 15 years - malicious damage - Returned to parents
- Conference - Warned.
W/M, 13 years - malicious damage - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 15 years - malicious damage - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 16 years - using motor vehicle without authority - Juvenile Court - 1 hearing
Youth Development Center.
W/M, 11 years - assault victim - Conference.
W/M, 16 years - trespass - Conference - Warned - Returned to parents.
W/M, 16 years - accomplice to larceny - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/F, 13 years - rionaway - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/F, \I+ years - runaway - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 11 years - assault - Warned - Parents to take disciplinary action.
W/F, 15 years - morals victim - Conference.
W/M, 16 years - motor vehicle violation - Conference - Warned,
disorderly conduct -
W/F, 11 years - runaway - Turned over to other authorities.
W/F, 11 years - runaway - Turned over to other authorities,
shoplifting -
W/F, 13 years - runaway - Turned over to other authorities.
W/M, 14- years - loitering - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 16 years - runaway - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 16 years - intoxication - Conference - Warned.
W/M, 15 years - runaway - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned.
W/M, IU years - larceny - Returned to parents - Conference - Warned,
disorderly conduct -
(63) W/M, lU years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Warned.
(64.) W/M, 13 years - disorderly conduct - Conference - Wt.rned.
(65) W/M, 16 years - grand larceny - Conference - Warned - Counselling.
grand larceny -
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HOUSE BILL NO. 307
AN ACT providing for the preservation of open space land by
assessment at valuations based upon the current use
thereof and by permitting discretionary easements of
development rights; creating a current use advisory
board and making an appropriation therefor.
ANALYSIS
This bill provides an incentive for the protection of open space
land held by private owners through a tax relief program. Those categories
of land which would qualify for open space assessments would be farm land,
forest land, wetland, recreation land, flood plains, wild land, and other
land which is designated as open space land for ten or more years by a
town or city. An eleven man current use advisory board is established
within the tax commission to determine what land qualifies as open space
land and also to recommend guidelines for local assessing officials in
assessing open space land. An owner of land which qualifies as open space
land shall receive a current use assessment if an application is made
annually to the local assessing officials. A land use change tax is
assessed at ten percent of the ad valorem or fair market value of open
space land whenever an owner changes the land to a use which does not
qualify for an open space assessment. The tax is payable on April first
next following the changed use by the owner of record as of that date. An
appeal from the decisions of the local assessing officials is allowed to
the tax commission and from there to the Superior Court.
A separate discretionary easement program is established by which an
owner of land which would qualify for open space assessment or of land
which would be kept in a use consistent with open space purposes may apply
to a town or city to grant an easement of all development rights for at
least ten years in exchange for a current use assessment for the duration
of the easement. If an owner wishes to be released from the discretionary
easement, he must show extreme hardship and must pay six or twelve percent
of the ad valorem assessment, depending on how long the easement has been
held by the town or city, in order to secure a release.
All money received from the land use change taxes or the consideration
for release from discretionary easements shall be for the use of the towns
or cities in which the land is located. The bill also requires that open
space land be included in the town or city total tax inventory at the







The 1973 year was one of change and contrast. Chief John Donovan
retired for medical reasons and Assistant Chief Roland LaRoche was
appointed Acting Chief, pending search procedures for a new Chief. A
Search and Screen Committee is in the process of completing its assignment
and it is anticipated that a new Chief will be selected in the near future.
The "Memorandum of Agreement" between the Town of Durham and the
University of New Hampshire relative to fire protection services was
reviewed and updated. The updated agreement was approved and signed
June 11, 1973 by all parties to the agreement. Mr. David A. Flanders,
Director of the Department of Safety and Security, was appointed as the
University member on the Board of Fire Commissioners, replacing Commis-
sioner Eugene H. Leaver, whose term expired March 6, 19 73.
In late 19 72, the Insurance Services Office of New Hampshire completed
a survey of the fire protection facilities being provided in Durham, and
submitted a report and recommended improvement program. The report
indicated that we needed to take immediate and serious steps to upgrade
our fire protection services. Paramount in these recommendations were
correction of the following: lack of adequate water reserves , lack of
adequate manning, lack of systematic and frequent inspections of buildings
by company membe'rs and officers , and lack of a suitable training program .
Recognizing the appropriateness of the ISO recommendations and the
high life loss potential of our joint communities, the Board of Fire
Commissioners have determined that the present Durham-UNH Fire Department
^hall be remolded into a highly trained, competent and professional
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Warrant Articles
19 74 TOWN WARRANT
To the inhabitants of the Town of Durham, County of Strafford, State of New
Hampshire, qualified to vote in town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Oyster River Cooperative High
School Cafeteria, Durham, New Hampshire, on Tuesday, the fifth day of March,
1974 A.D. , at 8:00 A.M. to act on the following ballot articles:
1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11.
As provided by law, there can be no discussion on these articles prior
to balloting.
POLLS WILL CLOSE AND ACTION BY BALLOTING on the articles referred to
above and listed below will cease at 7:00 P.M. The ballots will then be
counted and the results announced.
Further, in compliance with action approved by the Town Meeting on
March 7, 1972 (Article 2), you are hereby notified to meet at the Oyster
River Cooperative High School Gymnasium at 7:00 P.M . on Wednesday, March 6 ,
1974 , to act on all other articles in this warrant.
ARTICLE 1. To choose one (1) Selectman for a term of three (3) years;
a Trustee of Trust Funds for a term of three (3) years; four (4) members of
the Budget Committee for a term of three (3) years; and two (2) members of
the Budget Committee for a term of one (1) year. OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 2. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of $130,000.00,
or any other sum, in addition to the $385,000.00 appropriated under Article 1
at the November 15, 19 73, Special Town Meeting, for capital improvements to
the Town's water system, including construction of a new storage tank,
acquisition of easements, and laying new water mains; and to authorize the
Selectmen to raise this appropriation by borrowing or otherwise, or to take
any other action relative thereto. (By ballot after discussion.)
(Recommended by the Budget Committee.)
Article 3. To choose four (4) delegates from the district for the
1974 Constitutional Convention. OFFICIAL BALLOT
Article 4. shall we adopt the Homeowners' Exemption Provisions of
RSA Chapter 72 granting a $5,000 exemption based on equalized assessed
valuation on all owner-occupied units and a $10,000 exemption based on
equalized assessed valuation on all owner-occupied units owned by persons
over sixty-five years of age? (Petitioned by 11 legal voters as follows:
Marshall Shields, Flora R. Shields, Bruce G. Grant, Barbara L. Grant,
Louis E. Brown, Lois Brown, Grace A. Knight, Arlene Jewell, Mary Jane
Jolly, Beverly B. Howard, Russell S. Harm.on) OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Durham Zoning
Ordinance by adding Article 12 to permit Cluster Development. Such
proposed amendments are on file with the Town Clerk and on display to
the voters at the polling place. (Recommended by the Planning Board)
OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Durham Zoning
Ordinance by changing Section 4.21g to permit additional accessory
buildings in the Rural Zone for each 80,000 sq. ft. Such proposed changes
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and amendments are on file with the Town Clerk and on display to the
voters at the polling place. (Recommended by the Planning Board)
OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Durham Zoning
Ordinance by changing Section 6.21 regarding required parking and its
relationship to two or more adjacent buildings. Such proposed changes
and amendments are on file with the Town Clerk and on display to the
voters at the polling place. (Recommended by the Planning Board)
OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Durham Zoning
Ordinance t>y changing Section 4.27 to limit the area for a private utility
so as not to exceed 40,000 sq. ft. Such proposed changes and amendments
are on file with the Town Clerk and on display to the voters at the
polling place. (Recommended by the Planning Board) OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Durham Zoning
Ordinance by changing Section 6.42 to establish parking requirements for
retail and service establishments. Such proposed changes and amendments
are on file with the Town Clerk and on display to the voters at the
polling place. (Recommended by the Planning Board) OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Durham Zoning
Ordinance by changing Section 4.2 8 by removing the permission to keep
personal riding horses and other large animals in the RA, BA, BB and RB
zones. Such proposed changes and amendments are on file with the Town
Clerk and on display to the voters at the polling place. (Recommended by
the Planning Board) OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Durham Zoning
Ordinance by adding a new zone to the Ordinance "RG" Rural Agricultural;
permitting usual non-multiple residential uses; permitting rural and
recreational uses; and requiring 10-acre (400,000 sq. ft.) minimum lots.
Such proposed changes and amendments are on file with the Town Clerk and
on display to the voters at the polling place. (Not recommended by the
Planning Board) OFFICIAL BALLOT.
Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of
"An Act Permitting the Town of Durham to Revert to a Calendar Year
Accounting Period and Providing for an Appropriate Transitional Budget,"
enacted by the 1973 Session of the General Court. (HB 952) (RSA 406)
Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of
"An Act Permitting the Town of Durham to Issue Five-year Bonds in Lieu of
Collection of a Portion of Town Taxes," enacted by the 1973 Session of the
General Court. (HB 953) (RSA 340)
Article 14 . To see if the Town is in favor of amending the Durham
Zoning Ordinance to permit an oil refinery. (Petitioned by 10 legal
voters as follows: Priscilla L. Goddu, Anne F. Valenza, Earl C. Hagstrom,
Thomas A. Williams, Harriet P. Scarpulla, Robert 0. Blanchard, Lewis
Roberts, Mary Sakowski, John A. Yount, Lewis E. Knight)
Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to lease a" portion of Strafford Avenue to the University of New Hampshire
subject to the following conditions: (a) That only that portion of
Strafford Avenue abutting property owned by the University of New Hampshire
shall be leased; (b) That the University of New Hampshire shall be solely
responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the property so leased;
(c) That the University of New Hampshire shall be responsible for the
regulation of the property so leased, which shall include the right to
erect parking meters and collect the revenue for its use from same;
(d) That the Town shall retain the right to enter upon the leased property
for the purpose of installing, maintaining or repairing sewer and water
mains; (e) That the lease shall in no way affect the traveled portion of
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Strafford Avenue which is measured 24 feet wide; (f) Further, that such
lease shall be executed only upon equivalent lease arrangements between the
University and Town with regard to the so-called Town (Newsky) parking lot.
Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to accept from Walter W.
Cheney, Inc., a donation of Lots #79, 80, 81, 82, and 83 in Woodridge
Subdivision to be used as part of the Town's matching share of Federal
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation Funds in the construction of tennis courts
thereon, and other recreational purposes.
Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $42 ,000 . 00 for the construction of tennis courts, with Town cost
estimated at $11 ,000 . 00 , and to authorize the Selectmen to apply to the
Federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation for construction funds on a matching
basis, with the Town's matching funds to include the value of the donated
lots on which the tennis courts are to be located, such appropriation, if
authorized, will be added to the Parks and Recreation budget.
(Recommended by the Budget Committee)
Article 18. To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen
to transfer or deed a reduction in an existing pass way easement across
the property of Philip Trimble and Patricia A. Trimble, known and
described as Lot 91 Ffrost Drive in Durham, New Hampshire, from sixteen
(16) feet to eight (8) feet in width and to change the path of this
easement from the center of the described Trimble property to the eight
foot perimeter of the Trimble lot beginning at the corner of their Lot 91
and adjoining Lot 93 on Ffrost Drive and running in a generally north-
westerly direction to the corner of Lot 109 and Lot 91 and in a generally
northeasterly direction along an eight foot perimeter on the Trimble
property to the beginning of the existing pass way easement on Lot 109.
The existing easement was granted by White Enterprises, Incorporated, to
the Town of Durham on May 7, 19 71, and is found in the Strafford County
Registry of Deeds under Plan 6-F Pocket 9, Folder 3. This plan is
entitled "Wedgewood, Section E, Pass Way across Lots 91-109-111, Durham,
N. H. , dated April 1971 G. L. Davis & Associates." (Petitioned by 14
legal voters as follows: John C. Armacost, Marianne T. Armacost, James M.
Ramsay, Shirley J. Ramsay, Alice H. Robinson, William F. Robinson, William
D. Crandall, Jeanne Crandall, Joanne Bernard, Richard A. Bernard, Ronald
R. Clark, Richard H. Balomenos, Georgia Balomenos , Shaula Balomenos)
Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to return to two-way traffic
on Main Street and Madbury Road, with traffic to be controlled by the
installation of traffic lights or some other method of safe and efficient
control. (Petitioned by 12 legal voters as follows: Nell E. Chamberlin,
Janis W. Jervis
, Frederick M. Jervis , Richard C. Hull, Jean M. Lockwood ,
Allen E. Chamberlin, Blanche Neuhoff, Richard D. Hull, Frances C. Hull,
Margaret M. Christensen, Cynthia M. Christensen, James W. Christensen)
Article 20. To see if the Town of Durham will direct the Selectmen to
establish a capital expansion program directed at prevention of premature
subdivision of land. The program will be presented to the voters at the
1975 Town Meeting.
Article 21. To see if the voters of the Town of Durham will require
the preparation of cost/ benefit studies for every site review or sub-
division except those relating to: (a) Residential developments or uses
which when complete will have not more than 4 dwelling units before or
after land subdivision; (b) Conversions of existing residential structures
to additional dwelling units of not more than 4 units; (c) Conversions of
existing commercial and industrial uses which when converted will not
result in a greater demand for services or create a more intensive use of
the site. Such cost/benefit studies will evaluate, but not be limited to:
school population, tax revenue, water, sewer, fire and police protection,
road maintenance, solid waste disposal, recreation, and pedestrian cir-
culation. In the event that these studies indicate a deficiency in one of
the above areas, then the project shall be classified as premature. This
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requirement shall become a part of the Town Subdivision and Site Review
Regulations .
Article 22. To see if the voters of the Town of Durham will require
central water and sewer systems for all subdivisions containing five or
more units and to instruct the Durham Planning Board to include such
requirement in the Town Subdivision Regulations.
Article 23. To see if the voters of the Town of Durham will direct
the Conservation Commission to study the establishment of Conservation
District Zone(s) in accordance with the comprehensive plan and to require
the commission to initiate proposals in time to be voted on at the regular
Town Meeting in 1975, or at any special Town Meeting, whichever occurs
first.
Article 24. To see if the Town, in order to maintain the character
of the Town as outlined in the Durham Comprehensive Plan of 1969, will
request that a Special or existing Committee examine alternative land uses,
property tax policies, and possible purchase of land areas by the Town,
including but not restricted to portions of the area known generally as
Durham Point, and that said Committee will report its recommendations not
later than the 19 75 Town Meeting. (Petitioned by 11 legal voters as
follows: Alexander Amell, Bernard K. Gordon, John M. Sakowski, Gus Zaso,
Ralph Carlson, Nancy Sandberg, Duncan Bruce, Jr., Alexander Cochrane,
Jere L. Lundholm, Maryanna Hatch, Richard B. Bicknell. )
Article 25. To see if the Town will vote to extend Chesley Drive
from its present terminus, in a Westerly direction to join with Mill Road
near the present entrance of the shopping center, and to authorize the
Selectmen to negotiate and construct same with the use of local. State
and Federal funding under the Urban Road System.
Article 26. To see if the Town will approve the appointment of a
committee to consider the general recommendation of the Town Comprehensive
Plan for establishing an Historic District.
This Committee shall be in existence until disbanded by a vote of the
Town.
This Committee shall be appointed by the Moderator, and shall consist
of: One member of the Planning Board; one member of the Board of Select-
men; one member of the Historic Association; an architect; and three other
interested persons. (Petitioned by 11 legal voters as follows: Mary Jane
Hall, Philip A. Wilcox, Lathrop B. Merrick, Richard M. Brayton, Edna Hersey,
Perley I. Fitts, Paul E. Schaefer, M. Alice Marschner, Malcolm C. Neuhoff,
James C. Chamber lin, Malcolm MacGregor.)
Article 27. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to enact
an ordinance for the purpose of installing parking meters in the Town
parking lot (North lot) , and establish reasonable hours and charges for
parking in connection with the installation of these meters.
It is anticipated that the installation cost of this project will be
self-liquidating, including meter maid service. Any additional funds
required are included in the budget under Traffic Safety in the Public
Works Department.
Article 28. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Planning
Board to charge site review application fees proportionate to the estimated
value of proposed projects for the purpose of evaluation of those projects,
but such fees shall not exceed the actual cost of evaluation. In the event
the fee exceeds the cost, refund to the applicant shall be made.
Article 29 . To see what sum the Town will appropriate to secure
technical services for the evaluation of proposals for changes in zoning
to permit heavy industry.
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Article 30. To see whether the Town will vote to join the Strafford-
Rock i"nghaiTr^egTon a 1 Planning Council and authorize the Town's representa-
tion to the Strafford Regional Planning Commission to act as delegates to
that Council.
Article 31. To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen
to expend a sum not to exceed $8,250.00 as included in the budget, for the
purpose of matching Federal funds for the construction of a fish ladder at
the Oyster River Dam, said fish ladder to be constructed in conjunction
with the repair of the dam, as approved by the Town at the 1973 Town
Meeting. It is understood that the aforesaid appropriation will not be
expended in the event that State Fish and Game funds can be made available
to match Federal funds for the fish ladder construction.
(NOTE: In 19 70 the State Fish and Game Department planned and designed
a fish ladder at the Oyster River Dam in Durham. This was planned as a
joint State-Federal project (25% State, 75% Federal). Due to non-
availability of funds, the project was delayed. It has now been agreed
between the Board of Selectmen and the New Hampshire Fish and Game Depart-
ment that a Fish and Game construction crew will be made available to make
the necessary dam repairs, using Town funds, and include the construction
of the fish ladder in accordance with the foregoing conditions during the
low water season of 19 74.) (Recommended by the Budget Committee)
Article 32 . To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to
receive and deposit in the Federal Revenue Sharing Fund, Federal revenues
allocated to the Town by the Federal Government under provisions of the
19 72 Acts of Congress establishing the State and Local Assistance Act, and
to authorize withdrawal from this fund for budgeted appropriations (see
Budget) in the approximate amounts and for the purposes listed as follows:
ITEM
1. Town Garage*
2. Mill Pond Dam*
3. Dispatch System*
4. Welfare





TOTALS $ 96,738.00 $ 39,600.00
(All items are included in the Budget)
*Includes funds carried over from prior year.
(Recommended by the Budget Committee)
Article 33 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to formally close out the balance remaining in the 196 4 Sewer Construction
Bond Issue Fund by transfer of the balance of $1,266.90 to the 1968 College
Brook Interceptor Renewal Project account. Further, to accept the final
accounting of the College Brook Interceptor Renewal Project as reported in
the 19 73 Town Report and give credit as shown in the Table accompanying
said accounting for the years 1970-1983 inclusive, subject to audit.
(Recommended by the Budget Committee)
Article 34 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to apply, negotiate and do all other things necessary to obtain such
Federal, State, or other assistance as may be available for the report for,




Article 35 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to apply for, contract for and accept aid relative to disasters.
Article 36 . To see if the Town will vote to adopt the 12 months
Budget for the period July 1, 19 74 - June 30, 1975, as submitted by the
Budget Committee in the am.ount of one million, five hundred fifty-eight
thousand, three hundred forty-nine dollars and fifty-eight cents
($1,558,349.58) and to raise by taxes the sum of four hundred eighty-seven
thousand, seventy-eight dollars and forty-one cents ($487,078.41), for the
purposes thereof. (See Budget detail.)
In case the Article passes that we return to the Calendar year basis,
the above will not be voted: instead, the following will be substituted:
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the 18 months Budget for the
period July 1, 1974 - December 31, 1975, as submitted by the Budget
Committee in the amount of two million, sixty-thousand, four hundred
sixteen dollars and forty-seven cents ($2,060,416.47) and to raise by
taxes the sum of six hundred and seventy-five thousand, five hundred thirty-
five dollars and thirty-seven cents ($675,535.37), for the purposes thereof,
(See Budget detail.)
Article 37. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of approximately ninety-four thousand dollars ($94,000.00) to
defray its share of the cost of Strafford County Government.
Article 38 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to borrow necessary money in anticipation of taxes by issuing short term
notes .
Article 39 . To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen under
authority of R.S.A. 80:42 to sell and transfer the tax lien and/or the
title to real estate acquired by the Town at a tax collector's sale for
nonpayment of taxes, in default of redemption for such tax sale within
the time limited by law, by deed or otherwise upon such terms as the
Selectmen shall deem to be in the best interests of the Town.
Article 40 . To transact any other business that may legally come
before this meeting.
Given under our hand and seal this 19th day of February in the year
of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy Four.
A True Copy, Attest:



























































































































































































































































Fees of Election Off,
Supplies & Printing





















































































































































Interest on Water Bond
Issue (see Revenues)




Long Term Notes-Prin. 36,733.00
Fire Dept. Pumper-Prin.
































CONTRA PAYROLL ACCOUNTS (See Revenues)
From Sewer Dept. P/R 28,500.00 42,750.00 25,395.61 24,720.15 37,080.23
From Water Dept. P/R 5,710.00 6,210.00 1,420.19 -0- -0-
Other 1,900.00 2,850.00 13,755.87 1,000.00 1,500.00
TOTAL 36,110.00 51,810.00 40,571.67 25,720.15 38,580.23
BUDGET SUMMARY - EXPENDITURES
Town Officers Salary 59,586.00 92,388.00 57,582.41 71,173.80 106,751.73
Town Office/Op. Exp. 37,150.00 49,925.00 29,878.46 29,100.00 37,050.00
Town Office/Bldg. Exp. 10,200.00 12,650.00 9,581.19 4,800.00 7,150.00
Election & Reg. 1,000.00 1,200.00 313.17 500.00 700.00
District Court 10,830.00 14,440.00 10,830.00 11,590.00 15,453.33
Police Department 141,604.82 217,507.04 142,435.24 175,309.63 259,738.41
Fire Department 38,161.33 56,746.33 39,456.91 109,985.41 137,396.53
Dispatch Center 20,723.00 27,400.00 1,964.15 13,211.33 19,580.11
Public Works Dept. 129,358.00 198,196.00 135,331.33 156,932.18 239,898.27
PWD—New Equipment 48,750.00 56,750.00 43,610.22 53,923.00 53,923.00
PWD- New Const/Maint. 95,554.23 100,554.23 47,770.25 67,062.10 87,762.10
Incinerator Operation 44,767.00 65,417.00 42,198.87 47,318.40 69,227.60
Trash Collection 11,324.81 16,987.22 12,038.22 12,206.95 18,310.42
Miscellaneous Accts. 183,733.00 208,874.00 137,810.47 74,417.00 117,444.00
Water Bond Fund 515,000.00 515,000.00
Insurance 35,329.16 51,708.68 32,041.53 39,481,90 60,070.56
Welfare, Old Age Asst. 4,000.00 5,500.00 4,802.59 7,750.88 11,625.00
Indebtedness Payments 118,957.46 131,989.63 123,955.48 142,866.85 264,755.18
Contra Payroll Accts. 36,110.00 51,810.00 40,571.67 25,720.15 38,580.23
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Interest - Taxes &
Deposits 6,000.00
Interest - Investments, 4,500.00
Revenue Sharing
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The Board of Selectmen owes thanks to those persons
who have worked for the community during 19 73. First,
many citizens have served on the committees, boards and
commissions which play important roles in Town govern-
ment. Their names can be found elsewhere in this report,
but a clear understanding of their contribution is best
understood by those who have had the opportunity to
observe closely their fine work.
We must single out one member of these groups for
special recognition and thanks. T. Ralph Meyers has
worked on a volunteer basis mapping the Town water and
sewer system. He has made a solid and important pro-
fessional contribution to the Town which will be extremely
useful in the future.
Second, the office staff of the Town Hall is an
important contact point for the Town with many citizens.
The staff also fulfills many other functions, including
assisting us with our duties and meeting the deadlines
demanded in the operation of the Town. All members of
the staff have performed in a cooperative and effective
manner throughout 19 73.
Lastly, we thank Henry LeClair, Administrative
Assistant to the Board of Selectmen, for his work during
a hectic year. With equanimity and competence he has
faced our demands, as well as numerous requests for
information and counsel which came from citizens, con-
sultants, and others. We are grateful for his important
services to Durham.
W-16
department, geared to the fire service techniques of the last quarter of
the twentieth century. This will demand a para-military, well-trained,
hard-hitting, highly efficient organization dedicated to modern fire
service goals, with particular emphasis on training, prevention , inspection,
and fire-combat evolutions. Implementation of these goals will require
long-range planning and financing in the areas of personnel, equipment and
housing. Our 1974 budget requests reflect the initial stage of this long-
range program.
Within the limits of current funds, important initial steps have been
taken to implement our long-range goals. Under the direction of of Acting
Chief LaRoche , the Department has been restructured into four fire service
bureaus, i.e., Bureau of Training, Bureau of Communications, Bureau of
Inspection and Prevention, and Bureau of Fire Suppression, each headed by
a Captain. A full-time training program has been initiated for both
permanent and call firemen. In-service inspections of schools, dormitories,
stores, nursery schools, and private dwellings have been initiated.
During the 1973 year. Fire Department personnel participated in the
following professional improvement programs: Massachusetts Fire Academy,
Lilly Pond Fire School, Meadowood Fire School, New Hampshire State Hospital,
University of New Hampshire, Vermont State Fire School, New Hampshire
Science Program and Seminars.
Fire Department responses for the 1973 year numbered 569, of which
only 7 were bell alarms. This record indicates excellent cooperation from
the members of both the Town and University communities in containing
small fires and in reporting them promptly. This record also speaks well
for the Durham-UNH Fire Department who, in its quick response, was able to
prevent major losses and serious damage.
The Dispatch Center, a most vital part of our overall security system,
continues to qrow as it serves our various emerqencv services , receiving
and dispatching some 131,795 calls for the 1973 year. Improvements have
been made to more rapidly move fire and ambulance apparatus through dis-
patching. A tone alerting system has been installed for both the Fire
Department and Ambulance Corps, thus eliminating valuable minutes in
response time.
When the Park Manufacturinq Co. plant in
Dover burned March 29, 1973, Durham's
Engine #4 pumped water from a hydrant on
Central Avenue.
Four bureaus were set up in the Durham-UIJJI Fire Department
each headed by a captain: Donald Bliss, prevention;
John Rines, training; Acting Q^ief Roland LaRoche;
James Breslin, suppression; cind William Wood, communications.
The Board of Fire Commissioners takes this opportunity to express
to Retiring Chief John F. Donovan and retiring Commissioner E. H. "Gene"
Leaver, our sincere thanks and appreciation for their many years of
dedicated service to the Durham-UNH Fire Department. Their efforts, often
in the face of adverse circumstances, made substantial contributions to the
safer and better Durham and University commiunities we have today.
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The Commissioners wish to thank our officers and fire fighters, both
volunteer and regular, for their loyal and dedicated service to the
Durham-UNH Fire Department. It is in our common interest that the fire
defenses of our community be strong. The professional ability and
dedication of our fire fighters help to make and keep them so.
L. Franklin Heald
David A. Flanders
Norman W. Stiles, Chairman




Hoitt Barn Fire Inspection of UNH Residences
R, R. Bridge gets rebuilt Reconstructed Strafford Avenue
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Planning Board
The volume of work handled by the Planning Board has again increased
during the past year. Fortunately, the addition of Thomas Rankin as an
administrative assistant and part-time planner along with a clerk, Lucile
Dawson, has increased the effectiveness and efficiency of the Planning
Board.
Only a modest number of new subdivisions were considered this year,
reflecting the reduced growth rate of the University and the economy of the
surrounding area. A number of site reviews for various accessory and non-
residential uses were also processed. Considerable time was alloted to
preparing changes in the subdivision regulations and a new cluster devel-
opment ordinance. The Board expresses its thanks to those citizens who
submitted many detailed suggestions for the latter.
The Planning Board is continuing to work with the Board of Selectmen
and the Police Department to resolve a serious parking problem in downtown
Durham. Additionally the Board is continuing work on other projects
including a new building code.
There were two major issues which occupied the Board during the last
months of the year and which will continue during 197^. While they arose
independently, their futures may be quite intertwined. They are the
question of an oil refinery on Durham Point and the issue of planned or
controlled growth. The Board will take positions on proposals concerned
with the latter matter prior to Town Meeting, 197^. The oil refinery
question is, however, more complex. Since all applicants are equal before
the law, the Planning Board has taken no official position prior to the
submission of a detailed proposal for a zoning change. The Board is opposed
to any change in land use that has not been provided for in the Comprehen-
sive Plan via the Zoning Ordinance. It strongly feels that the voters of
Durham should decide their own destiny with respect to the proposed heavy
industrial use of a refinery and that the Planning Board should act in a
responsible manner such as not to prejudice their handling of the matter
in the eyes of either the courts or the state government. To do otherwise
would be politically naive and legally unwise. The Planning Board is
seeking outside expert advice on many areas of concern (such as population
growth impact, industrial growth, service requirements, and pollution
control) which has been generated by the refinery proposal in order to
better protect the interests of the town. All reports and findings will be
made a matter of public record.
Rae Borror, Secretary
John Cochrane
Owen Durgin, Board of Selectmen
Rebecca B. W. Frost




Strafford Regional Planning Commission
The Strafford Regional Planning Commission (SRPC) was created in agreement among
the cities of Dover, Somersworth, and the Town of Rollinsford in 1968. The Town of Dur-
ham joined the Commission in 1969, followed by Madbury in 1970, Newmarket in 1971, Lee in
1972, and Nottingham in 1973. The Towns of Barrington, Farmington, Middleton, Milton,
New Durham, Strafford, and the City of Rochester are not dues-paying members. The
geographic area of these 15 towns and cities is 450 square miles, with a 1970 popula-
tion of 76,924.
The structure of the SRPC provides for coordination and integration of multiple
Local, State, and Federal programs. The Commission is established in accordance with
Chapter 36: 45-53, New Hampshire Revised Statutes, Annotated. Governor Walter Peterson,
in May of 1972, issued Executive Order # 15, establishing a system of Planning and Devel-
opment Regions, which combined the previous 17 Planning Regions into 6 regions. A spec-
ial committee composed of representatives from the Strafford Regional Planning Commis-
sion, the Southeastern Regional Planning Commission, and the Southern Rockingham District
Commission have been meeting regularly in order to suggest methods to comply with Execu-
tive Order # 15.
The work efforts for the 1973 Calendar year include:
Review and evaluation of fourteen (14) applications of towns, cities or agencies,
representing eight million, four hundred and twenty-four thousand, one hundred and fif-
ty-nine dollars ($8,424,159.00) through the S.R.P.C. Notification and Review (A-95 Sys-
tem) .
Increasing cooperation with the Southeastern and Southern Rockingham Regional Plan-
ning Commission as evidenced by:
Publication of a Tax-Mapping Guide, which provides background material for Town and
City officials, on which they can base their decisions relative to the subject of Tax-
Mapping.
Preparation of a Regional Housing Study, which consists of an inventory of housing
availability and potential demand, including an examination of legal factors and atti-
tudes which effect housing supply.
Preparation of a Regional land use plan which should serve as a guide for local,
county, and other public officials in their long-range planning, and in their day-to-day
management activities.
Provided the Durham Planning Board with a proposed Building Code.
Coordinating a request by the Parks and Recreation Commission for a layout plan for
various recreational activities with the Department of Resources and Economic Develop-
ment .
Financial support for the Commission is divided approximately equally between local
member communities and the Federal Government. The audit for FY 74 was not completed in
time to be included in the printed report. The auditors report will be available at the
Regional Planning Office for inspection by any interested citizen during office hours.
More detailed reports of the past year's activities and expenditures and the anticipated
plan of work and budget for Fiscal 1975 are available at the Commission office.





At the 1973 Town Meeting, the Town showed its confidence in and support of the
Conservation Commission by appropriating $10,000 to be used for the acquisition of open
space. Last summer the C. F. Jackson property, old Portsmouth Road, was put on the market,
and after the necessary hearings and Town Meeting, the Conservation Commission devoted the
entire sum towards its purchase. The Town now owns approximately 11 acres of open space
bordering Oyster River, including a new outdoor rink provided by Parks and Recreation.
Other activities of the Commission include continued efforts to obtain Spruce Hole.
Although negotiations have been underway for some time, problems such as the potential
development of the surrounding land and right-of-way to the hole must be resolved.
However, the Commission is confident that eventually this irreplaceable property will
belong to the Town.
In accordance with the Comprehensive Plan for Durham (1969, by Planning Services
Group, Inc.), the Commission is taking steps to retain the Crommet Creek-Horsehide Brook
corridor as a natural area. Contact has been made with owners of property abutting
Crommet Creek, and the possibility of deeds of easement is being studied as one means
of retaining and protecting this watershed resource. Also in accordance with the
Comprehensive Plan, the position of the Conservation Commission relative to the proposed
oil refinery is: The Conservation Commission "recommends that first priority be given to
conservation, because once the prized environment is lost it can never be replaced. The
variety of land and water habitats for plants and wildlife is an uncommon priceless
resource for the Town's inhabitants and offers natural laboratories for students. The
most valuable of these habitats is the tidal estuary, along which there should be a
minimum of disturbance by developers and road builders."










Man high beaver dam near Lonqmarsh Road Snruce Hole
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Durham Ambulance Corps
This past year there were 437 requests for emergency medical care and
transportation from the residents of Durham, Lee, Madbury, Barrington,
Nottingham, and Northwood. These calls were answered at any time, day or
night, by the volunteer members of the Durham Ambulance Corps. Since its
formation in 1967 as a memorial to George G. McGregor, M.D., the Corps has
steadily grown in an effort to meet the ever increasing needs of the
communities that it serves.


















( 7) NORTHWOOD 6 (0)
(14) NEWMARKET 1 (0)
( 3) DOVER 1 (0)
TOTALS 437 (367)
At the present time, the Corps* membership stands near thirty, and
Includes both year round residents of the area as well as University
students. The majority of Corps members have completed the State's
81-hour EMT-A training course, certifying them as Emergency Medical
Technicians-Ambulance. In addition, the Corps conducts its own monthly
training sessions to keep members abreast of changes and improvements in
the field of emergency medical care.
In the past year, several improvements have been made affecting the
overall operation of the Corps. Tone alert pocket pagers are now carried
by "on-call" ambulance crew members. Thus, when a call is received by the
Fire Department dispatcher, he simply transmits the message over the fire
radio to the crew and each crew member then responds to the fire station.
This system has proven itself quite valuable by reducing our response time
to emergency calls.
Additional up-to-date life support equipment has been purchased and
placed in service on the ambulance. The Corps has assisted the Durham-UNH
Fire Department in developing its emergency medical care capabilities, and
works closely with area fire and police departments at accident scenes and
other emergencies.
As of this year, the Corps was able to pay off the balance due on its
1972 Cadillac ambulance. This ambulance was purchased with the assistance
of a loan from the town and matching Federal funds. In an effort to
provide continued quality care in the future, we are already looking into
the possibility of purchasing a second emergency vehicle. The major
problem now facing the Corps, however, is the lack of adequate housing
for an additional vehicle. We afe now housed in the fire station, which
is extremely overcrowded and has little room for storage of supplies or
equipment .
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The Corps is always looking for new members, particularly year-round
residents of Durham. No prior experience is required, and the work is
highly rewarding. If you are interested, simply call the Fire Department















COMPARISON OF BUILDING PERMITS














































Based on revised fee schedule $1,847.96 $5,274.69 $2,245.20
1973 Residential Construction totaled 34 single family units and 21 total number
apartment units.
Total new permit valuation $1,662,836.00
Sheldon Prescott, Building Inspector
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Welfare Officer
Durham's welfare expenditures for 1973 reached $3,144.00. Only $2,000.00 had been
budgeted for welfare. The increased spending was necessary for two reasons: several
families endured major income reversals during the year; for all other poor families the
cost to live— food, shelter and fuel— rose astronomically. The end to the price spiral is
no more visible than another astronomical wonder, the comet Kohoutek.
In 1973 those families living on insufficient and marginal incomes were hit not only
by the price effects of a severe inflation but also by the unemployment effects of a ser-
ious recession. People in our area were losing their jobs.
Unless changes are made at the national and state level, the year 1974 will be a
disaster for the poor. While unemployment continues to spread nation wide, the state of
New Hampshire is cutting back on welfare assistance in two areas. First, it is switching
to a flat grant system of welfare payments based on 1969 cost of living figures. Secondly,
as of June 1974, the state of New Hampshire will no longer be distributing surplus food
on a monthly basis to poor families.
A flat grant system of welfare payments means that everyone living in the same size
family in the state will receive exactly the same grant regardless of special circum-
stances or abnormal situations. New Hampshire's flat grant plan is also based on 1969
figures. Those figures are 20% below the cost of living for 1973, and that percentage con-
tinues to widen. As presently designed a family of six is scheduled to receive a monthly
grant of $399.00. A 20% increase will yield a family of six $489.00 per month.
A number of welfare families live in Durham. In a letter to local welfare officials,
Thomas Hooker, Director of Welfare, indicated that families with special needs will not
be able to meet them on their flat grants and will have to turn to the towns and cities
for supplemental assistance.
There is the possibility that the legislature, meeting in special session, will
appropriate enough money for the Welfare Department to set humane flat grant payments.
Last year the legislature appropriated only 16 million of the Welfare Department's
requested 22 million. The surplus food program can be replaced with a food stamp program.
Legislation has been drafted. Hopfully New Hampshire legislators will establish an ade-
quate food stamp program to take effect on July 1, 1974 and to provide for families that
can't afford even to buy the stamps. Should the state fail to pass this legislation,
Durham must be prepared to care for eligible families.
And now for some good news. A contribution of $300.00 was made to the Durham Child-
ren's Center in order to help it continue to operate. Since the Center meets the income
guidelines of the New Hampshire Department of Welfare, any money raised for the Center can
be matched on a three to one ratio with Title IV-A federal funds. This means that Durham's
$300.00 contribution brought another $900.00 to the Center.
Beginning in January of 19 74 the federal government is guaranteeing a minimum income
of $130.00 a month ($140.00 as of July 1974) to needy Americans at least sixty-five years
old, and to the blind and disabled of any age. This guarantee, though modest, will be an
absolute right not conditioned upon earlier payroll taxes paid. It is called Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) and is to come from general funds of the U.S. Treasury, not from
Social Security tax money. If you know of any needy person who might qualify for SSI,




Oyster River Home Health Association
The Oyster River Home Health Association Is a Visiting Nurse Associa-
tion incorporated February 12, 196?, to serve the towns of Durham, Lee,
Madbury and Newmarket. The Board of Directors consists of five residents
from each of the towns; standing committees include representatives from
related professional fields.
Because our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30, we are reporting
statistics and projects for the year July 1, 1972 thru June 30, 1973. Each
report in your town report from now on will be based on a July 1 to June 30
year.
In the past year we have made great strides in the field of Maternal
and Child Health. Our Well Child Conference continues to be held at the
Newmarket Fire Station on the third Monday of each month. The number of
patients grows as does the quQ:lity of service, due partly to a Grant from
the Sfete of New Hampshire to help finance these services. Total attendance
at the Well Child Conferences for 1972-73 was 281. (Durham - 40; Lee - 28;
Madbury - 19; Newmarket - 19^-) In addition to the Well Child Conference,
this Agency participated in Hearing and Vision Screening Clinics in Newmar-
ket and Durham schools; measles immunization clinics in Newmarket and Dur-
ham last winter when the measles epidemic was declared; and Tine Testing in
the Lee Cooperative Nursery School and the Newmarket Day Care Center.
We have a contract with Dover Family Planning whereby they refer ex-
pectant mothers in the Durham, Lee, Madbury area to us for pre-natal assis-
tance as well as post-natal visits if necessary. In addition, we continue
to make a free visit to each new baby and mother in our four town area.
The Aftercare Program, involving follow-up of patients released from
the State Hospital in the Newmarket area, was not funded in 1972-73* How-
ever, we do expect funding for 1973-7^. This program involves not only
visits to the released patients, but many meetings and conferences attended
by the Administrative Nurse regarding progress and care of these patients.
Additional services for the past year included a Diabetic Screening
Clinic in Newmarket and Durham; a Pap Smear Clinic at the Newmarket Health
Center; teaching program on the "Application of Pressure Dressings" at the
Little People's Center and "The Function of a Home Health Agency" presented
to the Newmarket High School Health class.
Along with all our expanded services, we continue to visit any patients
referred to us by a physician. The working day for our Administrative Nurse
is 8:00 to ^:00. The phone (868-5055) will always be answered between 8:00
am and 900 am. It is also possible to reach the Administrative Nurse after
Noon providing she does not have any meetings or educational functions to
attend. Our Physical Therapist is available for this service with a doc-
tor's order. Statistics on visits and nursing hours and patient categories
follow this report.
The Association is supported by tax deductible contributions from or-
ganizations and individuals, by memorial gifts, memberships, nursing fees,
and funds voted by the four towns. In addition, we have received grants
from the State and Federal government for specific programs for specific
periods of time. Continued support from the towns at the 197^ Town Meetings
is anticipated.
Executive Committee
President Mrs, Russell Harmon, Durham
Vice President Mrs. Irving Brown, Newmarket
Secretary Mrs, H, H. Wooster, Durham
Treasurer Dr, Everett Sackett, Lee
Rep, to the Executive Committee Mrs. Eleanore Evans, Madbury
49





Physical Therapy Patients Not
Visits Found
Durham
Parks and Recreation Committee
The Parks and Recreation Committee meets regularly on the first Tuesday of the
month, with special meetings as the situation requires. All meetings are open and any
interested citizen is invited to meet with the Committee at any meeting.
The principal accomplishment of the Committee during the past year was the construc-
tion of the new skating rink at the property acquired by the Town at Jackson's Landing.
In spite of the poor skating weather to date, the rink has been heavily used. Special
thanks for their effort on this project go to Dr. Robert Earth and Mr. William Davison
acting as a sub-committee of the Parks and Recreation Committee.
Another sub committee of the Parks and Recreation Committee, consisting of Mrs.
Karen Mower and Mrs. Alice Marschner, working with Mr. LeClair, is responsible for the
benches placed in several locations around Town. This sub-committee is continuing its
efforts to have more benches installed.
During the year the Town hired a consultant, using funds voted at last year's Town
Meeting, to recommend on the location for tennis courts and a possible tennis program for
the Town. While this study was in progress, Mr. Walter Cheney offered the Town several
lots in Woodridge, totalling about 12 acres, for recreational use. The tennis consultant,
after viewing this area along with others, recommended that this site be used for the
construction of the tennis courts. The Parks and Recreation Committee voted to accept Mr.
Cheney's offer, and to initiate a study of possible uses for the area in addition to
tennis courts. Help was obtained from the State Planning Board through the Strafford Reg-
ional Planning Commission to determine the best use of the property. As of the time of
writing this report, the plan has not yet been received but is expected soon.
It is the feeling of the Parks and Recration Committee that the Town should devel-
op its own recreation facilities and programs instead of depending upon the University
facilities. The construction of tennis courts would be the second step in this, the
skating rink being the first step. We, as a Committee, feel that the Town should also
support recreational programs, and therefore voted to include in our budget funds to
support the ORYA activities.
During the coming year we shall review each of the Town's parks and prepare recom-
mendations as to their long range use. We are concerned about furure development of the
Town and have transmitted to the Planning Board our recommendation that any further
housing developments should include open space, given to the Town, for Parks and Recrea-
tional use.
The amount of open space in the Town, particularly in the village area, is rapidly
disappearing, and restraints should be put upon further developm.ent which does not pre-
serve some of the open space hich gives the Town its character. The citizens of the
Town have expressed their desire for this in the past and we feel will wish this for the
future.
Respectfully submitted.
Alexander R. Amell, Chairman
Parks and Recreation Committee
Dr. Barth drives steel post home
with y^ile driver, confidence while




No serious communicable disease problems were reported to the Health
Officer during the year except for 30 cases of Rubella (German Measles)
during the month of May and a food poisoning outbreak of 68 known cases in
October all involving University students. Six cases of dog bites and one
cat bite complaints were received and investigated for rabies with negative
results. A total of 17 new septic tank systems were inspected and approv-
ed, and several improperly functioning systems were corrected in various
parts of the town. Other activities included investigation and action on
a number of nuisance and substandard housing complaints ; inspection of
restaurants, stores, day care facilities, and foster parents' homes; super-
vision of the sanitary quality of drinking and bathing waters; approval
of International Certificates of Vaccination for foreign travel; and com-
munication and meetings with members of the State Division of Health and
the New Hampshire Water Supply and Pollution Control Commission.
Respectfully submitted,
L. W. Slanetz ,
Health Officer
-^
January 25, 19 74
Debris removal from Ilorsehicle Brook
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Minutes of Town Meeting
The meeting was called to order March 6, 1973, at 8 a.m. at the Oyster River
High School Cafeteria by Moderator Joseph Michael, who read Articles 1 through 35.
Henry Davis moved that action on Articles 2, 3, 4, and 36 through 53 by postponed
until 7 p.m. March 7, 1973, in the Oyster River High School Gymnasium. Seconded.
Motion carried. All election officials having been sworn, the polls were declared
open at 8:35 a.m. The Moderator then read Articles 36 through 53. It was moved
by James Chamberlin, seconded, that the polls close at 7 p.m. and the meeting be
adjourned until 7 p.m. March 7, 1973, in the Oyster River High School Gymnasium.
Carried.
The results of the balloting on Articles 1 and 5 through 35:






William F. Robinson, Jr.


























His unselfish and devoted interest on behalf of all the people of
Durham has been unsurpassed and unequaled.
Therefore, be it resolved that the 1973 Town Meeting express its
appreciation and thanks for a job extremely
WELL DONE
Residents of Durham, New Hampshire
Ralph Carlson read the following tribute to Chester Tecce and presented him
with a framed copy:
WHEREAS: Chester H. Tecce served as Supervisor of the Town of
Durham, New Hampshire, continuously from 1948 until
1972, and,
WHEREAS: Chester H. Tecce, during his tenure of office, performed
his duties as Supervisor faithfully and with great competence
throughout the period of the greatest growth in the history
of the Town of Durham, and
WHEREAS: Chester H. Tecce, during his tenure of office, was instrumental
in granting the voting franchise to thousands of residents of
the Town of Durham, including the young citizens of the community
desiring to register to vote for the first time,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the voters of the Town of Durham,
New Hampshire, at the Town Meeting of the year A.D. 1973,
express their appreciation to Chester H. Tecce in recognition
of his dedicated and unselfish services to the Town, and that
this testimonial be presented to him as evidence of his





Article 2. Moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that action on Article 2 be deferred
until after action is completed on Artigles 3 and 4. Motion carried.
Article 3. Moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that Article 3 be adopted. Mr. Winn
then explained that this article is the result of a committee formed from the Selectmen
and volunteers which has worked over the past year. The article says very plainly that
the improvements to the present water system will be paid for by the customers on the
system, and extensions will be paid for by the people to whom the water is being
extended. After a few questions, Mr. Winn moved that the voting on Article 3 be taken
by voice vote. Seconded. Motion carried. The voting was done by voice and show of
voting cards, and the Moderator declared Article 3 adopted.
Article 4. Moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that Article 4 be adopted. Joseph
Murdoch asked for clarification of the words "sufficient number" to guarantee the
cost of an extension. Mr. Winn said that the number would vary depending upon the
area which is being serviced. It is the number of people willing to sign a contract
that would guarantee the cost of the service. As there was no more discussion, Mr. Winn
moved that voting on Article 4 be by voice vote. Seconded. Motion carried. The voting
was done by voice and show of voting cards. The Moderator declared Article 4 adopted.
Article 2. Moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that Article 2 be adopted. Mr. Winn
said that there were several reasons why this money should be appropriated for water
improvements. It is necessary to clean the present storage tank without cutting off
the water supply. To do this we must have another storage tank. The New Kainpshire
Insurance Services Office has inspected the town in regards to its capacity for
fighting fires, and we have once again been found lacking in this respect. When
fighting a fire, you draw down the water in the tank, which reduces the pressure.
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The fire flow rate is the number of gallons per minute for a ten-hour period. The
insurance group was concerned that there was not sufficient fire flow to handle a
serious fire.
Gordon Hough asked if an amount of money other than the $385,000.00 mentioned
in the article could be considered. Mr. Winn said that this figure is an estimate
from the engineers. Bond Counsel suggested that the terms "and any other sum" be
included in the article. The Selectmen would be allowed some flexibility in
responding to the bids. Someone asked if this wasn't like giving the Selectmen a
blank check. Mr. Winn said that it was not a blank check because the sum mentioned
in the article was within reason as an estimate for the cost of the extension.
Mrs. Barbara Owens asked if the article could be worded so that the amount could
not exceed $385,000.00. Mr. Michael warned that the danger of wording the article
that way is that the Selectmen could not award a bid for even one cent above the
$385,000.00, and as a result the whole project could be lost. There being no further
discussion, the Moderator reminded the voters that this would take a 2/3 majority
to pass, and the polls were declared open at 7:58 p.m. The meeting went on with
its business until 10:01 p.m., at which time the polls were declared closed. There
were 449 votes cast. The results were as follows: Yes 401, No 48. The Moderator
declared the article adopted.
Article 36. Moved by James Chamberlin, seconded, that the Town authorize the
Selectmen to engage engineering consultants to prepare an engineering report to
provide a plan for secondary waste water treatment and expansion of the sewerage
collection system. Mr. Chamberlin explained that the Town is faced with a project
to eradicate an excess amount of grease in the sewer system. The Town voted the
money last year, but we did not spend it because the Federal restrictions are such
that the amount of Federal aid wasn't available unless we moved beyond this first
stage to secondary treatment. Nelson Kennedy asked if this would be developed so
that the developments could be added to the system. Mr. Chamberlin said that any
design at this time would include future needs of the Town. A vote was taken and
the article was adopted.
Article 37. Moved by Malcolm Chase, seconded, that the Town authorize the
Selectmen to accept a grant of $23,000 from the New England Regional Commission
through the State of New Hampshire for construction of parking and improved traffic
movement facilities on Strafford Avenue at the New England Center. Mr. Chase said
that this was a rather unusual grant, and he thanked the Trustees of the University
and the previous governor for making it available. Mr. Chase also said that the
proposed changes to the Strafford Avenue area would greatly improve the parking
facilities. All the work would be done by the Town crew. Jacqueline Straus asked
if this would cost anything in the way of trees, road, etc. Mr. Chase said that
the improvements would provide parallel parking and a sidewalk, all of which would
be in the right-of-way. There would be no trees removed, and people would be able
to walk safely on the sidewalk. There being no further discussion, a vote was taken,
and the article was declared adopted.
Article 38. Moved by Owen Durgin, seconded, that the Town vote to amend the
official map of the Town by adding a proposed right of way for the so-called
"Southern Link Road" running from the intersection of Longmarsh Road and State
Route 108 northwesterly terminating at Mill Road east of the Railroad Bridge,
as
described by the official survey of the State of New Hampshire Highway Department.
Alden Winn spoke to the motion stating that he wished to amend Article
38 by adding
the phrase "...except that the mapped right-of-way shall be 75
feet wide measured
37^2 feet each side of the center line of the right-of-way established
in the refer-
enced survey." Seconded. Mr. Durgin said that the map established by
the State
Highway Department for the Town prescribes 150 feet right-of-way,
which is standard.
However, the Selectmen and the Planning Board feel that it is
excessive and that the
width should be reduced from 150 feet to 75 feet.
John Hersey asked why the Selectmen felt it should be reduced
from 150 feet to 75 feel
Mr. Durgin said that the wider street would be considered a "limited access highway.
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and that is not what the Selectmen have in mind for that kind of a road. It would also
be considered a "collector street," which would not permit entrances closer than 1200
feet apart. After further discussion, a vote was taken on the amendment, and the
amendment was adopted. Mr. Durgin then spoke to the article as amended and told
the voters that the adoption of this article does not commit the Town to the
construction of this road. It merely says that you may not put fixtures in this
strip, and the Town would be acting before the land is developed to leave the
corridor open. The article was adopted.
Article 39. Moved by Owen Durgin, seconded, that the Town authorize the
Selectmen to enter into such negotiations with the Oyster River School District as
may be necessary to convey to the District a parcel of land in the angle between
the Ninde property and the Durham By-pass. Mr. Durgin explained that the intent of
this article is to correct an error made six or seven years ago when a transfer of
land was made between the Town and the School District without the approval of
either the Town or the District. These bodies cannot accept or give land without
approval. The adoption of this article will permit the necessary negotiations
between the boards to transfer the land clearly and to correct the error. Motion
carried.
Article AO. Moved by James Chamberlin, seconded, that the Town authorize the
Selectmen to enact an ordinance for the purpose of installing parking meters in the
"Business A" district. Mr. Chamberlin said that only the legislative body of the
Town, the Town Meeting, could approve the installation of parking meters; this could
not be done by the Selectmen. Mr. Chamberlin said that the parking situation had
gotten so bad in the business district that the Selectmen felt something had to be
done to regulate the amount of time cars were allowed to park. He also said that the
Police Department favored the installation of parking meters. This request in the
article is for the Selectmen to draw up an ordinance to be presented at a public
hearing, and the cost of the project will be self-liquidating. After some discussion
Mrs. Jacqueline Straus moved to amend the article by adding after the word "meters"
the following: "...with the money collected to be used to defray the cost of bus
service to the 'Business A' district." Seconded. Mrs. Straus said that we should
make a beginning in the field of public transportation, and this was the ideal
opportunity for such a beginning.
Mr. Winn said that the money collected from the meters would first have to go towards
the purchase or the rental of the meters, and then it would have to pay for the
personnel necessary to collect the money from the meters. Mr. Winn then asked if
the amendment restricted the use of the money. Mr. Michael said he would interpret
the amendment to mean that the money could be used only for a bus service.
Mrs. Lydia Willits spoke to main motion and asked if we really needed meters. She
said that the Mill Road parking area provided many spaces from which people could
walk to Main Street. Mr. Chamberlin said that the Shop 'N Save parking lot is a
private lot and is restricted to use by the customers of the stores in the shopping
area. A vote was taken on the amendment, and it was defeated.
Willard Urban moved to table the motion on Article AO. Mr. Michael reminded the
meeting that a motion to table is nondebatable. The motion was defeated. After
more discussion, a vote was taken on Article 40, and the article was defeated.
Article 41. Moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that the Town authorize the
construction of a skating rink and/or tennis courts at a site to be determined by
the Selectmen, to provide year round recreation facilities for the citizens of the
Town of Durham. Alexander Amell, Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Committee,
spoke to the meeting and urged the voters to support the article. Mr. Amell said that
for many years the Town has used the recreational facilities of the University and
did not develop its own. As the Town and University have grown, we now find that
the facilities cannot accommodate both the University and the Town. The Parks and
Recreation Committee feels that the construction of a skating rink and/or tennis
court is the first step in a long-range plan for the development of recreational
facilities. The committee has looked at several sites, but they are unable at this
time to make a specific recommendation. When the committee has decided on a site,
there would be a public hearing held and a recommendation would be made to the
Selectmen.
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Joseph Murdoch questioned the use of "and/or" in the article. Mr. Amell said that
the committee intended that both facilities be built. Mr. Murdoch moved to amend
Article 41 by deleting the words "and/or" from the article. Seconded. The motion
to amend was defeated. Gerald Smith asked who would maintain the facilities once
they are built. Mr. Amell said that there would be money requested each year under
the Parks and Recreation Budget for that purpose. Virginia Snively asked how much
it cost to build the skating rink and tennis courts. Mr. Amell said that the tennis
courts would cost approximately $8,000 and the skating rink about $1,100. He felt
that $9,000 would provide a good sized skating rink and tennis courts. After further
discussion a vote was taken, and the article was adopted.
Article 42. Moved by Donald Melvin, seconded, that the Town authorize the
Conservation Commission to purchase land or water rights to conserve open spaces and
other land and water areas, to appropriate the sum of $10,000 for use of the Commission,
and to authorize the Commission to place any unexpended funds remaining at the end of
the year in a conservation fund to accumulate from year to year. Mr. Melvin spoke to
the article and said that the town had grown 61% from 1960 to 1970, and he predicted
that the population would be 14,000 by 1980. Mr. Melvin said that now was the time to
acquire the land the Town would like to keep as open space.
through the State Enabling Act to accept these gifts. Mr. Masi withdrew his motion.
A vote was then taken on the original motion, and the article was adopted.
Article 43. Moved by Anne Valenza, seconded, that the Town vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $3,500 to defray its share of the Strafford Guidance Center
budget for 1943-1974. Mrs. Valenza urged passage of the article for several reasons.
She said that community care for mental health was a better way of handling the problem.
The Center is a benefit to the Town, and the Town should pay for its services. She
felt this should be in the Town budget rather than in the school budget as it has been
in the past because more adults than children are now being treated at the Center.
Mrs. Valenza reported that the towns of Lee and Madbury had voted to contribute to
the Center, and she said that it was increasingly difficult to raise funds privately.
At this point the Moderator announced that it was 10:01 p.m. and that the polls were
closed for voting on Article 2. There were 449 votes cast.
Getting back to Article 43, George Haslerud asked why the Budget Committee had not
approved this item. Wayne Shirley reported that the vote had been 6-4 against the
funds. Mr. Chamberlin said that the majority of the Committee felt that the granting
of funds for this organization might open the gate to requests from other groups.
After more discussion, Aileen Katz moved, and it was seconded, that this article be
binding on the Town only if the Strafford County delegation does not vote the full
amount of $41,650 in support of the Strafford Guidance Center. The vote on the
amendment was in the affirmative, and the article was then approved as amended.
Article 44. The Moderator announced that the proponents of Articles 44 and 45 had
asked if there could be a five-minute recess of the meeting so that they could meet
with the Moderator. There being no objections, the recess was granted. Following the
recess, the Moderator said that the supporters of Articles 44 and 45 wanted some time
to try and work out a compromise, and they had asked if the meeting could go on to
the next articles. As there was no objection, the Moderator granted their request.
Article 46. Nancy Sandberg moved, seconded, that the Town vote to designate
Durham Point Road as a "Scenic Road." Mrs. Sandberg said that if the article were
adopted, the Selectmen would be required to hold a public hearing before any changes
could be made to Durham Point Road such as the removal of trees or stone walls. It
doesn't slow down the maintenance of the road, but it gives the people who appreciate
rural beauty a chance to speak at a public hearing. Gordon Hough said that he was
concerned about the dump and traffic of heavy trucks. At some future time the Town
may have to improve and build up Durham Point Road. Mr. Winn said that the designation
of scenic road would mean that a public hearing had to be held before any changes could
be made, it did not mean that no changes could be made.
Paul Gilman moved to amend the article by adding Bay Road to it. Motion seconded
and approved. Article 46 was then adopted as amended.
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The Moderator then announced the results of the balloting on Article 2: Yes 401,
No A8. There were 449 votes cast. The article was adopted.
Article 47. It was moved by Charles McLean, seconded, that the Town authorize
the Selectmen to transfer or deed to abutting property owners portions of a cul-de-
sac existing at the junction of Oyster River Road and Mill Pond Road, William Bonnice
moved that the following be inserted in the second line after the words "abutting
property owners" and before the comma: "by extending to the road the existing
straight property line between lot #5 and lot #6," and that the following be added
at the end of the article: "An easement is to be granted to permit a sewer line
from lot //5 to cross the portion of the land deeded to lot //6 in order to hook into
the manhole." Seconded. Mr. McLean said that he felt it inappropriate to go into
detail in the article; if the article is passed, then the Selectmen could accept
suggestions as to the apportionment of the property. Mr. McLean said that he and
John Beckett had maintained the cul-de-sac for several years with town approval,
and he felt that the town should now deed the area to the abutters.
Malcolm Chase said that the Selectmen are prepared to support the article, and they
would prefer not to be bound by the conditions in the amendment. They prefer to
make the distribution evenly among the abutters. Rebecca Frost said that this matter
had come before the Planning Board, and it was not an easy thing to discuss at a
meeting such as this without benefit of maps and diagrams. A vote was taken on
the amendment, and it was defeated.
Mr. Bonnice then said that he is building a house on one of the lots mentioned in his
amendment, and he would like a plan from the Selectmen before they distribute the land.
He asked that the article not be approved uijtil such a plan is available. A vote was
then taken on the article, and it was defeated.
Article 48. Moved by Henry Davis, seconded, that the Town authorize the Selectmen
to establish a Federal Revenue Sharing Fund to receive Federal revenues allocated to
the Town and to authorize withdrawal from this fund the approximate amounts listed
for the various projects in the Town Report under Article 48. Mr. Davis said that
the list of projects was prepared by the Selectmen. The use of Revenue Sharing Funds
for these projects wouldn't necessarily reduce the tax rate, but it would help to hold
it down. It was moved by Daniel Smith that the amount of $2,000 be subtracted from
each of items 2, 3, 6, and 10, and the total be added to item 12, all of these being
in the column headed "12 Months 1973 Budget." Seconded. Mr. Chamberlin said that if
this money were taken away from the projects under Revenue Sharing, then the money
to complete the projects would have to be raised by taxes, which would mean an
increase in the tax rate. A vote was taken on Mr. Smith's amendment; it was defeated.
A vote was then taken on Article 48, and it was adopted.
Article 44. The proponents of Articles 44 and 45 had completed their meeting, so
the next order of business was to return to Article 44. It was moved by David Larson,
seconded by Robert Dishman, that the Town direct the Selectmen to petition the Durham
Legislative Delegation to propose legislation to amend or rescind Chapter 9 of the New
Hampshire laws of 1972 as enacted on March 2, 1972, and instruct the Selectmen to
appoint a special study committee to study the full range of options affecting the
change, and to work with the Durham Legislative Delegation to insure passage of the
most desirable option which will result in the least cost to the Town.
Mr. Larson said that he and John Harrison had met with Chris Spirou, Minority Leader
of the House, in an effort to reach agreement on Articles 44 and 45. This substitute
motion was composed as a result of a meeting just completed. Mr. Larson said that he
felt this would give the voters of the Town a longer period in which to study the fiscal
year problem and allow a vote on the question next year.
Mr. Spirou was granted permission to address the meeting, and he explained that the Town
is now bound by its vote at the 1972 Town Meeting to change the fiscal year by adopting
an 18-month budget and collection of additional taxes in May of 1974. He felt that this
substitute motion would allow legislation to be written which would allow the town to
change its mind if it wishes at next year's Town Meeting.
John Harrison moved, seconded, to add the words "by April 1, 1974" after the words
"most desirable option" and to change the rest of the sentence by adding the words "no
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additional tax" before the word "cost" and adding at the end the words "in any fiscal
year." The last part of the article would then read "passage of the most desirable
option by April 1, 1974, which will result in no additional tax cost to the Town in any
fiscal year." This was acceptable to Mr. Larson.
Alden Winn said that he didn't like the words "no additional tax cost" as it was
ambiguous. He moved that the article be amended to read "least additional tax cost."
Seconded. Amendment carried. Herbert Levine moved that the words "calendar" be
substituted for "fiscal" at the end of the article. Seconded. Amendment carried.
Mr. Larson then moved that the above motion as amended be substituted for the main
motion. Seconded. The substitute motion was adopted, and reads as follows:
"To see if the Town will direct the Selectmen to petition the Durham Legislative
Delegation to propose legislation to amend or rescind Chapter 9 of the New Hampshire
Laws of 1972 as enacted on March 2, 1972, and instruct the Selectmen to appoint a
special study committee to study the full range of options affecting the change, and
to work with the Durham Legislative Delegation to insure passage of the most desirable
option by April 1, 1974, which will result in the least additional tax cost to the Town
in any calendar year."
Article 45. The Article was lost for lack of a motion.
Article 49. It was moved by John Beckett, seconded, that the Town vote to adopt
the 18 Months Budget for the period January 1, 1973 - June 30, 1974, as submitted by
the Budget Committee in the amount of one million, two hundred sixty thousand, five
hundred twenty-three dollars ($1,260,523) and to raise by taxes the sum of four hundred
forty-two thousand, five hundred ninety-seven dollars ($442,597), for the purposes thereof.
Joseph Murdoch asked how the passage of Article 44 would change the 18-month budget.
William Lockhardt, Vice-Chairman of the Budget Committee, said the 18-month budget is
in effect until a change is voted, perhaps at the 1974 Town Meeting. Harold Wochholz
said that he was concerned that the hydrant rental figure had gone from $10 per hydrant
to $100 per hydrant. He moved that the hydrant rental proposed 1973 budget amount of
$7,100 be reduced to $710 and other subtotals and composite total be reduced accordingly.
Seconded. Motion lost.
Rebecca Frost moved that the amount of $2,000 be added to the Planning Board budget for
clerical assistance. Seconded. The voice vote on the amendment was in doubt. The vote
by show of voting cards was Yes 46, No 61. Amendment lost.
With the addition of $10,000 in Conservation Commission funds and the $3,500 for the
Strafford Guidance Center voted previously during the meeting, it was moved and seconded
that the budget in the amount of one million two hundred seventy-four thousand twenty-
three dollars ($1,274,023) be adopted, with four hundred fifty-six thousand ninety-seven
dollars ($456,097) to be raised by taxes. Motion carried.
Article 50. Moved by James Chamberlin, seconded, that the Town vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of approximately eighty-seven thousand dollars ($87,000.00) to defray
its share of the cost of Strafford County Government. Motion carried.
Article 51. Moved by Henry Davis, seconded, that the Town vote to authorize the
Selectmen to borrow necessary money in anticipation of taxes by issuing short-term notes.
Motion carried.
Article 52. Moved by Henry Davis, seconded, that the Town authorize the Selectmen
to dispose of property acquired at a tax collector's sale as shall be deemed to be in
the best interests of the Town. Motion carried.
Article 53. There being no new business. Nelson Kennedy moved that the meeting
adjourn. Seconded. The meeting was declared adjourned by the Moderator at 1:15 a.m.
Town Clerk
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
The meeting was called to order August 16, 1973, at 7 p.m. at the Oyster
River High School Gymnasium by Moderator Joseph Michael. Alden Winn moved to
recess the meeting for one half hour before proceeding with the articles in the
warrant as a letter sent from the Selectmen to the voters inadvertently listed
the meeting time as 7:30 p.m. Seconded. Motion carried.
Before the meeting reconvened, Mr. Michael announced that he had made the
following coiTimittee appointments: Historic District Study Committee - Philip
Wilcox, Chairman; Mary Alice Marschner, Malcolm MacGregor, Lathrop Merrick,
and Mary Jane Hall; Planned Growth Committee - Ralph B. Craig, Jr., Chairman;
William Benin, Donald Melvin, Jane Pokoski, and John Beckett.
The meeting reconvened at 7:30 p.m., at which time the Moderator read the
warrant. Mr. Michael then read the decree of the Superior Court of Strafford
County granting permission for the special meeting. Mr. Michael reminded the
voters that Articles 1 and 2 had to be voted on by ballot; any amendments to
these articles or Article 3 could be voted by voice or show of voting cards.
Article 1. It was moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that the Town vote to
raise and appropriate the sum of $80,000.00 for the purchase and acquisition
expenses for two parcels of property owned by Mrs. Erma Jackson. Owen Durgin
moved to amend the article by changing the word "two" to "three" parcels in
the second line, and by adding at the end of the article "The third parcel
contains approximately 4 acres across the Durham By-Pass Highway from Parcel
Two." Seconded.
Mr. Winn said that the purpose of this acquisition was to obtain a piece
of property that the whole town would benefit from in the future. This could
be the last piece of property that the town will have to preserve as a natural
area. Mr. Winn said that the reason for the amendment to the article was that
Mrs. Jackson had changed her mind and wished to include the A-acre piece so
that she will sell everything except the land necessary for the new home she
is building. The purchase price has not changed due to the addition of this
extra piece of property. Mr. Winn said that this is an opportunity to do what
so many people have said we should do in the way of saving open space land,
and he urged that the article be adopted as amended.
Richard Strout, Chairman of the Conservation Commission, said he was speaking
for the Commission, and the members were 100% behind the acquisition of this land.
He felt the land was suitable for the purposes for which the Coimnission was
organized. At the March 1973 Town Meeting, $10,000 was appropriated for use by
the CoiuTiission. The members have voted that this entire amount is available to
be used toward the purchase price of the Jackson property if the voters so wished
it. The Commission is looking at several pieces of property, and it wishes to
know iiow the voters feel about using the $10,000. A vote was then taken on the
amendment, and it was carried.
Alexander Amell, Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Committee, then spoke
to the article as amended. He said that the Committee was unanimously in favor
of t'ne purchase of this property. Regardless of the use made of the property.
it was property which the Town should purchase. Tne vote on
Article 1 was postponed
until after the discussion of Article 2. There were 291 votes cast. The results
were
Yes 259, No 21. The article was adopted.
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Article 2. It was moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that the Town authorize the
Selectmen to raise the $80,000 purchase price and costs from current Town appropriations,
any funds held in reserve by Town Committees, and by the issuance of short-term notes
over a period not to exceed three years. Mr. Winn said that the passage of this article
would allow the use of some funds now held by Town Committees and would spread the tax
burden over three years for paying back the notes for any other money.
Gerald Smith asked if the Conservation Com.mission intended to use the $10,000
appropriated at the March Town Meeting towards this purchase. Mr. Winn said that the
Town Meeting can express its opinion as to what, if any, of that money should be used
at this time. Robert Sandberg asked if Article 2 gave the Selectmen the power to
raise the full $80,000 by taxes if they wished to. Mr. Michael said that the Selectmen
do not expect to have to raise the full amount by taxes, but Article 2 gives them the
power to do so if necessary. In article 3, the Town Meeting may make suggestions that
would help the Selectmen in this matter.
Eugene Leaver asked what would happen if the State Highway Department decided to
make U. S. Route A a four-lane highway. Malcolm Chase said that there was enough land
available if that should happen. There being no further discussion, the vote was taken
on Article 2, and the results were Yes 268, No 20. Article adopted.
Article 3. Moved by Alden Winn, seconded, that the Town authorize the Selectmen
to negotiate with Mrs. Jackson as to the purchase price and terms of acquisition of
such property; to subdivide and sell the buildings and any necessary land, not to
exceed two acres; to lay out specific "use" areas of the remaining land and assign
responsibility to appropriate Town Committees for maintenance thereof; to apply any
and all funds obtained from the sale of the property to the retirement of the short-
term notes; and to apply to the Federal Government for any funds such as Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation Funds as may be available and to apply these funds towards the
retirement of the short-term notes.
It was moved by James Staigers, seconded by Albert Knight, that secton B be
amended by adding after the word "acreage" the following words: "for purposes of
recreation and conservation only." After some discussion, the amendment was approved.
It was moved by Thelma Brackett, seconded, that the words "by public auction"
be added to Section A after "to subdivide and sell." Mr. Winn said that the Selectmen
had planned to sell the property by sealed bid. He thought it would be more expensive
to hold an auction and that there might be some restrictions put on the Town if there
were an auction. Mr. Chase said that the State usually sells property by sealed bid
and that you usually get a better price than with an auction. After further discussion
on the motion, a vote was taken, and the amendment was defeated.
Gerald Smith said that he would like to have the Town Meeting express its opinion
on whether or not the Conservation Commission should use the $10,000 voted at Town
Meeting in March. Therefore, he moved that the Commission use the full $10,000.
Seconded. Richard Strout, Chairman said that the Commission was willing to use
the money if the Town wished it to do so. However, as a Conservation Coirjiiission
they are trying to obtain the most land in Town that is available. If the whole
$10,000 is used now, the Commission will have to dismiss further action on any
other land until next Town Meeting.
Lawrence O'Connell said that an appraisal of the property showed the house and
land to be valued at $77,750. The sale of the house and land would reduce the cost
of the purchase to about $35,000. The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation could then give
us one half of that amount. The money has been assigned to the State, and we are
relatively sure of receiving it. The Ford Foundation has been approached about a
grant, which would leave the Town share of the purchase at about $17,000. Without
using any Conservation Commission money, it would mean $.51 on the tax rate. Spread
over three years, it would mean about $.16 on the tax rate each year, if we issue
three-year notes. Mr. O'Connell moved to amend Mr. Smith's motion by reducing the
amount to be used by the Comimission from $10,000 to $5,000. Seconded. Before taking
a vote on this motion, the Moderator declared the polls closed at 9:25 p.m. The
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ballots were counted for Articles 1 and 2. The vote was then taken on Mr. O'Connell's
motion, and it was carried. The vote was then taken on Mr. Smith's motion as amended,
to use $5,000 of Conservation Commission money toward the Jackson House property. The
motion was defeated.
It was then moved and seconded that we vote on each section of Article 3
separately. The motion was defeated. A vote was then taken on Article 3 as amended,
and it passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:06 p.m.
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
The meeting was called to order November 15, 1973, at 7:35 p.m. at
the Oyster River High School Gymnasium by Moderator Joseph Michael, who
read the court order granting permission for the meeting.
The Moderator then read Article 1. It was moved by Aldan Winn,
seconded by James Chamberlin, that Article 1 be adopted. It was moved
by Owen Durgin, seconded, that Article 1 be amended by striking out the
words "or any other sum" following $385,000. Mr. Durgin said that bond
counsel was concerned that the motion passed should be specific and
should not contain the phrase "or any other sum." There being no
discussion, a vote was taken by show of voting cards, and the amendment
was passed. There was no further discussion.
The Moderator reminded the voters that the vote on Article 1 as
amended would be by written ballot, and a 2/3 majority of those voting
was required to pass the article. The polls were opened at 7:A5 p.m.
The Moderator declared the polls closed at 9: AS p.m. There were 161
ballots cast, and the results were as follows: Yes 154, No 7.




The citizens of Durham have never put much trust in Groundhog Day.
It comes too early for much of anything to be happening to wildlife. But
it has been customary for several years now to have the town swans back on
the day of Town Meeting. Everything seemed right with the world when,
during the first real thaw on February 22 , at least one swan appeared
headed home. It came as close as the open water in the estuary off Tom
Butler's place on Riverview Road. That was the day that Howard Forrest
was foresighted. He hauled some hay onto the ice of the Mill Pond in
Durham and built three haystacks as nesting materials for whenever the
swans did arrive.
Perhaps Agatha knew that the date for Town Meeting had been moved
earlier than usual. She was in Durham on March 2, at the waste water
treatment plant where the added warmth made a patch of estuary clear of
ice. She could not have known that another bit of open water had appeared
just below the Newmarket Road bridge, where the current is so swift at
each low tide. A pair of mallard ducks found this little haven and stayed
a while.
Not until March 10, shortly after the two-day Town Meeting, was there
any spot for a swan to splash down on the Durham Mill Pond. But both
Agatha and Hamilton arrived. They landed on the ice, skidded to a stop,
and waddled over to ease themselves into the cold water. By 6:47 in the
morning they were having to cope with something new: fuel oil. About
30 gallons of the black stuff had been spilled two weeks earlier at the
University heating plant. The UNH Service Crew tried to clean it up, and
searched the College Brook as far as Mill Road. Until the swans arrived,
no one knew that the rest of the oil was trapped under the ice on the
Pond. It came up where the swans slid in. And the more the two white
birds tried to use their orange beaks to squeegee the oil from their
feathers, the blacker the swans became. Calls to Town Superintendent
Henry LeClair and to the Durham Conservation Commission led to a call for
the UNH Service Department. The next day the service people brought a
boat to the pond and attempted to clean up the oil. Already the situation
was out of control.
The two swans divided their daylight hours for the next week between
trying to get the oil off their feathers and building a nest among the
alders on an island in the pond. Agatha started to sit in the nest, and
to rearrange its materials, as though getting down to business ahead of
schedule. Then came a week of rain. The water level in the pond rose
about a foot. Agatha's nest was flooded, and most of the nest materials
plus Howard Forrest's haystacks were washed away, over the dam, and out to
sea. Everyone wondered whether this flushed the oil from the Pond.
Perhaps now the swans would start over. Certainly their feathers were
getting white again.
Hamilton built the' next nest, and made it solid with sticks. The
saucer-shaped top was fully a foot above the highest water. Agatha
accepted it gracefully, and began to sit as though she had eggs to lay.
She sat, and she sat, from April 16 until May 31. Hamilton put on his
best display, flapping across the pond to drive off any threat to his
domain. Watchers at the shore could occasionally see Agatha rearranging
eggs in her nest. Then she gave up and swam across the pond to get some-
thing to eat. Hamilton accompanied her. The next day Lorus Milne rowed
over to the abandoned nest. Both swans objected, particularly when he
stepped out of the jon boat onto the nest itself. The remains of two
rotten eggs were there, both broken. Probably they were infertile. All
the incubation a swan could give would never hatch an infertile egg. And
Agatha had certainly tried -- for four days longer than the 40 that a
swan's egg is supposed to need.
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Were the swans too distraught by black oil to mate this year? Is
Agatha still too young at four years of age? Is there some other reason?
Nobody knows. But with luck, both swans will have many more years in
which to try again.
The presence of the big white friendly birds on the Mill Pond gave
pleasure to many people. It also acted like a magnet for other, smaller
waterfowl. Two families of mallards joined the swans from nests along
the Mill Pond. At least 25 young mallards reached the flying age. Several
mother wood ducks scurried about, commanding little flotillas of ducklings.
Coots and grebes, herons and a lone common egret added to the activities.
The first quarter-inch
on the morning of November
were swimming about in the
from their bodies and feet
Perhaps the Durham pond got
4:00 in the afternoon both
as though ready to spend th
have they made this trip so
still in the surface mud of
arrived by the time of Town
the Durham schedule will ge
thickness of ice spread across the Mill Pond
20. At 8:00 the two swans and 24 mallards
only open water, far from shore, where the heat
kept a small area above the freezing point,
too urbanized for Hamilton and Agatha. By
of them were in the North Mill Pond, Portsmouth,
e winter in their usual place. Never before
swiftly. Let us hope that the oil that is
the Mill Pond is all gone and no more has
Meeting 19 74. Perhaps the Durham swans and
t together better the next time around.
Lorus and Margery Milne




In 1973 a significant beginning was made towards Durham's tree planting program.
The following areas received attention:
1. Town Parking Lot. Trees and shrubs planted include honeylocust, columnar
Norway maple, mountain ash, yew and mugo pine.
2. Ballard Street Triangle. Trees planted in this space include ginkgo, Korean
mountain ash, Bradford ornamental pear and flowering crabapple. Horizontal junipers
and threadleaf false cypress were arranged to provide a backdrop for the annual flowers
planted by the Durham Garden Club.
3. Oyster River Park. A very large number of late-flowering hybrid lilacs,
donated by the Department of Plant Science, University of New Hampshire, were planted
along Oyster River Road. These will be under observation as part of Dr. Owen Rogers'
lilac breeding program.
4. Oyster River Schools. Hybrid poplars developed at the Northeast Forest
Experiment station were closely planted at three locations near both schools. These
are fast-growing trees that should provide shade for the large window areas. Other
trees planted around both schools with the help of the Boy Scouts included sugar maple,
ash, tulip tree, and Scotch pine. A number of these were donated to the town by the
Department of Forestry, University of New Hampshire.
The wet summer of 1973 favored the survival of the planted trees. However, a
substantial number were pulled up or broken off as a result of vandalism. This is a
very discouraging problem for which there appears to be no solution.
Douglas G. Routley
Tree Warden




Early in the year the Sewer Policy Coinmittee (SPC) met with the
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen to prepare the 1974
Operational and Maintenance Budget for the Sewer Department. To fund the
budget a sewage treatment charge was determined. Both items were rec-
ommended to and approved by the Board of Selectmen.
In accord with a recent ruling of the Environmental Protective Agency
(EPA) a schedule of planned improvements in the Durham sewerage system was
compiled, including secondary treatment facilities ^y December 19 78. The
schedule was approved by the Board of Selectmen and the New Hampshire
Water Supply and Pollution Commission (NHWSPC) but the date of completion
of secondary treatment facilities was advanced to December 1976 by the
EPA. Upon acceptance of the new date by the Board of Selectmen, 9 5% of
the funds needed for construction of new grease handling facilities at the
Treatment Plant were released by the EPA and the NHWSPC. Construction is
now under way.
The most recent requirement of the EPA restricts the allotment of
funds for future engineering services and new construction costs to those
communities that can demonstrate limited inflow of surface water and
infiltration of ground water into their sewerage systems. Noncomplying
communities must correct excessive inflow and infiltration prior to the
assignment of federal funds for new construction. As most of Durham's
sewer mains have been replaced, repaired, or cleaned in recent years, it
is anticipated that the level of inflow and infiltration would be found
to be at an acceptable level. The SPC recommended, therefore, that the
Board of Selectmen employ a firm of consulting engineers to study the
Town sewerage system and to report on present and anticipated needs. At
its regular meeting of March 6, 1973, the Town appropriated $35,000.00
for the Board of Selectmen to cooperate with the University of New Hamp-
shire in undertaking such a study and report.
A major effort, extending over several months, was made by the SPC in
revising the Durham Sewer Ordinance. The original was adopted February 12,
1966, and revised March 9, 1968. This ordinance was rewritten in large
part to incorporate changes in policy made since 1968, and to provide for
long-range planning, and procedures for financing extension of mains, and
enlargement and improvement of the Treatment Plant, or other major needs.
The Committee acknowledges the active assistance of members of the Board,
the Executive Assistant, the Planning Assistant, the Superintendent of
Public Works, as well as legal assistance provided by the Board of Select-
men.
During the past three years experiments have been conducted by the
Executive Assistant and the Treatment Plant Operator to improve the means
of disposing of sludge extracted from Town sewage. Significant findings
have been made and reported to the SPC. As a result the SPC has recommended
that a parcel of land suitable for effective sludge disposal be optioned by
the Town, and that an article be included in a Town Warrant to provide
funds for the purchase of the land.
Detailed mapping of Durham's sewer lines was begun in 1973. It is
anticipated that the mapping project will be completed during the summer
of 1974.
Eugene H. Leaver
T, R. Meyers, Chairman









400 Vehicle Operation & Expense
500 Office Expenses
Printing, Postage & Supplies
TOTAL - NUMBERED ITEMS




$1,000,000 Payable in 20 Years
Interest 3% due March 1 and September 1;





and Interest Grant (C-29) U.N.H. Share" Town Share
1966
1968 College Brook Interceptor
Cost Summary:
Total cost (see pg.61, 1970 Town Report)





2/3 from UIJH of $19,885.60 = $13,257.30
Recieved from UNH 6,670. 46
Due from UlvJH $ 6^586.84
Less credit on Bonus Aid* 5 , 493. 34
Balance due from UIJH $ 1,093.50 $1,093.50
1/3 from Town-General Funds $ 6,628.65
Paid from General Funds 3, 335. 24
Due from Town on this Acct. $ 3,29 3.41
Less credit on Bonus Aid* 2, 746.66
Balance due from Town $ 546.75 $ 546.75
Balance Due $1,639.25
Credit from 1964 Sewer
Construction Fund to General Fund
Net Balance Due from Local Costs
$ 1,266.90
372.35**
*Bonus Aid on this account is $8,2 40.00
Credit to Ul«i 2/3 5,49 3.34
Credit to Town 1/3 2,746.66
** 2/3 due from UNH
1/3 due from Town
$ 248.23
$ 124.12
TABLE - Credit Assignment re : State Aid
Receipts -
1982 11158,00 10800.00 358.00 238.66 119.34
1983 10750.00 10400.00 350.00 233.34 116.66
Since the Town made up the State's initial payment in 1959, the State is
making up this amount in their remaining schedule of payments. This differ-
ence is reflected in the fourth column. The notation between columns 5 & 6
denote return of UNH funds received by the Town from the State.
1971 Grease Handling Facilities Project
(Refer to P. 81, 1972 Report)
Receipts :
Balance from 1972 $ 81,865.90
Expenses :
Return of loan from 1964 Construction Fund
Balance to 1968 College Brook. Interceptor
"' see 1973 Report" $ 1,266.90
To Environmental Engineers, August 8, 1973 750.00
To Environmental Engineers, December 31, 1973 3,256.05
To Foster's Daily Democrat, August 8, 1973 70.00
To Manchester Union Leader, August 8, 1973 118.45
To Connecticut Valley, December 31,1973 9,414.90
To Sewer Maintenance Account, return of loan 100.00
Total $ 14,976.30
Balance, December 31, 1973 $66,889.60
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1971 Grease Handling Facilities Project
Serial Note Issue
4%
Amount of Original Issue



























None - Issued & Paid Dec. 29
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Waste Water Treatment Facilities
COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR THE YEAR
1971 1972 1973
Total volume of sewage processed
Total volume of water supplied to
population by Water Department
Total illegal water and ground
water infiltration














Total cubic yards of sludge
removed by primary treatment 1179 1244 1033
Total pounds of chemicals required
to process sludge for disposal:
High Calcium Lime
Anhydrous Ferric Chloride











Throughout this year the water pollution control facilities pumped and treated
421,449,000 gallons of waste water and to this 53,660 pounds of clorine gas were
injected for disinfection purposes.
The ground water infiltration and illegal water entry rate into our system contin-
ued to rise as a result of this year's total rainfall being the highest since the plant
has been in operation, with nearly 134 million gallons being processed through the plant
this year. This amounts to nearly 32% of the total flow for the year and although we
have been unable to complete the sewer cleaning and inspection project. Town crews have
gone far enough, however, to conclude that positive action must be taken to repair breaks,
and to reconstruct at least a mile of sewer main in several locations.
In the future we plan to continue our efforts cleaning mains, and locating and
repairing faults. At this time we are contemplating the investment of T.V. equipment for
sewer inspection purposes.
This past summer we concluded a successful compost project that shows we can handle
sewer sludge easily, safely, economically and also gain a valuable by-product. The only




REPORT OF HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE - 1973
Four meetings of the reactivated Study Committee have been held this
year. Newly appointed members to replace those taken by death or
resignation were Alice Marschner and Malcolm MacGregor. Selected to
represent the Selectmen and Planning Board were James Chamberlin and
Malcolm Neuhoff . Mr. MacGregor was named as Chairman.
With our previous experience, it became the policy of the Committee
to withdraw the bounds of the original plan, so that not as much open
area is included. Also, the property of those who are not interested in
the plan will be omitted. This will make for a more spotty arrangement,
but it is hoped that at a later time others may wish to be included.
This seems to be a policy adopted by other New Hampshire towns who have
accepted Historic Districts in their towns. There are 16 towns now
having Historic Districts. Another proposal is to include those within
the district in the overall management of the district. We hope to have
a completed proposal to bring before the 19 75 Town Meeting.
To clarify the status of the Study Committee, an article spelling









A crew from the Durham Ambulance Corps demonstrates rescue
techniques to an Oyster River High School class.
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Trustees of Trust Funds
The former George Ffrost Temperance Society funds have been legally changed for use
in educational ways. Because legal costs took the accumulated interest there was no
money to be used this year.
General improvements in many private cemeteries having no trust funds was accomplish-
ed by using monies from the Smith Town Improvement Fund. These small plots were brushed
out and it is hoped that routine maintenance may be planned to keep them cleared.
Chemical and machine cleaning of stones in several areas was possible because of
accumulated build-up of trust money. The cleaning of the Sullivan monument of 1894 was
included, with Smith Town Improvement Funds.
The Schoolhouse Lane Cemetery has been well maintained, but removal of low hanging
limbs from the 150-year old trees has made a great improvemnt. This was possible through
the leniency of the Court in allowing fines to be worked off by labor on Town projects.
Surveying of the Smith Chapel lot has been done by three Thompson School students, as
their class project, so another Town-owned area is now properly mapped.
A new trust fund has been established by Abigail Meserve Farrar for care of the
Emerson-Meserve cemetery on Emerson Road. This area has been restored by a group of elem-
entary school boys, so it is now in condition to be permanently sustained. Funds have also
been added for care of the Doctor Grant lot, and the John and Harriet Willey Stevens lot.
An increase in the sales price for Durham Cemetery lots was necessary to handle the
increasing cost of maintenance and to match more closely the prevailing statewide prices.
A sale of 22 lots was made before the price went up.
The Doe Farm has been a controversial subject, for the environmentalists and conser-
vationists have not agreed regarding its management. The Thompson School forestry students
have been providing supervised management for the past two years, and have done a com-
mendable job of thinning young stands and removing mature timber. The management plan
which is followed was prepared by the Division of Resources of DRED and is for multiple
purpose uses of the area. If the Town is to maintain this stand of timber, it is agreed
that this management practice be continued. No money was designated from this fund this
year, as it is anticipated that recreational facilities can be improved thereby.
In hiring summer help a student majoring in horticulture was obtained. The improve-
ment in the general appearance of our burial areas is evidence of his professional care
and interest. The co-operation of the Town officials has been outstanding and the past





Samuel W. Hoitt, Chairman
^
186 3 Emerson Tomb on lands acquir-
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SIGN MAINTENANCE AND DOG OFFICER
On April 1, 1973, a new man, Clyde B. Fogg, Jr., was employed full
time to be in charge of both Dog Control and maintenance of all Traffic
Control devices in Durham.
Dog Control co-ordinates the efforts of both the Police Department
and the Town Office.
Over 500 dogs were licensed in our Town this year with many others
not claiming residence here. With so many dogs in our area, as your Dog
Officer, I wish to stress your compliance with the leash law. Many people
are trying to live up to this law, but it isn't fair to them when others
let their dogs run at large. This law, requested by the voters, is for
all dogs. Please keep your dogs on your own property and out of someone
else's trash cans.
As your dog runs at large, he runs many risks. First, there is the
Dog Officer, which means money to the veterinary or in court, and maybe
both. If he gets by the first obstacle, then he runs the risk of getting
hit by a car (8 reported killed, many more injured) and he might get lost.
Then on top of all that, he may get into trouble, like a chicken dinner,
which leaves you paying the "meal ticket."
Three cases of "dog bite" were reported in this short period, plus
other incidences of a serious nature. I hope that each one of you would
take it upon yourselves to see that no one is bitten or even scared in
this Town again. If this should happen, report it to me promptly.
Durham is a lovely community with a balance of old and new. Signs
that are old, bent, discolored, can degrade and detract greatly from the
surroundings. My ambition is to make each sign straight and neat and use
only signs that are absolutely necessary for safe travel.
At more than 4 50 locations, signs
have been improved, either by straighten-
ing, cleaning, replacement, painting and
sometimes removing. Many signs were
taken down and had to be replaced
repeatedly because of vandalism.
(I hope to reduce this.)
Next year should show improvement
in other areas, with deliniators as
traffic aids in hazardous areas ,
repaired and painted guard posts and
rails, hand-carved street name signs
(less expensive and reduces the com-
mercial effect we now have,) and
improvement to all traffic aids in
all accident prone areas.
Clyde B. Fogg, Jr.
Dog Officer and
Traffic Control Officer
Clyde Fogg painting parking stalls.
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EXPLANATION OF FISCAL YEAR SITUATION
The following is a letter from Selectman Lawrence O'Connell in reply to numerous
questions caused by the change to a fiscal year:
"On December 17, 1973, we received your letter regarding the fiscal year situation. As a
consequence of the high priority of the oil refinery issue, we have not had adequate time
to prepare the comprehensive reply which your letter merited until now.
"You have provided us with a carefully drafted exposition of the fiscal year issue. We
are pleased to have your letter, and we are reassured when citizens devote serious effort
to the analysis of complex community problems. In our reply, we shall address the issues
which you presented in the form of a statement which represents our understanding of the
fiscal year issues which face the community. As you know, it is not always easy to
ascertain exactly where facts end and opinion begins on such issues, and we are sure that
this will be especially true as we face the fiscal year issue at Town Meeting.
"If neither of the two fiscal year options presented to the 1974 Town Meeting is adopted,
we will continue on the present fiscal year system which was established by the vote of
the 1972 Town Meeting. That action established a fiscal year which begins on July 1 and
runs until June 30. We are now in the process of moving to that fiscal year system, as we
have just entered the final six months of an eighteen-month transitional budget voted at
the 1973 Town Meeting, which covered the period from January 1, 1973, to June 30, 1974.
A tax payment of $4.40 per thousand will be due on June 1, 1974, to cover the Town
expenses for the final six months of the eighteen-month budget period. This figure was
arrived at by the State Tax Commission after a full study of Town expenses and the
legislative actions establishing the new fiscal year. After the one-time $4.40 per
thousand payment in June, all local taxes will be collected by December 1, as under
present practice.
"If the Town decides to throw out the new fiscal year and return to the old calendar
fiscal year (January 1-December 31) the June tax payment will not be required. Instead,
the Town will collect that money in December and will borrow necessary funds to carry on
its operations for the months between July and December. As you know, this has been the
custom in the past, for the Town has collected money in December for a year which ends on
December 31. The only way the Town can pay its bills while waiting nearly 11 months for
its operating money is by appropriate borrowing in anticipation of taxes.
"If the Town should decide to modify the existing fiscal year structure, the money
necessary to move to the new fiscal year, approximately $163,000, will be borrowed and
the repayment schedule spread over a five-year period. Under this system, the Town would
remain on a July 1-June 30 fiscal year, and the tax payment would come in the middle of
the year, rather than at the end. It is expected that this system would reduce the need
for borrowing in anticipation of taxes in future years.
"We believe that this statement is as accurate as we can develop at this time. As you
have said, "certain factors" are not included in this calculation, and those factors may
be of importance to some of the voters.
"Again, thank you for your letter."
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IN MEMORIAM
Leroy J. Higgins, March 27, 1973
Auditor - 1940-53
Budget Committee - 1947-50
Walter P. Gallant, April 4, 1973
Zoning Board of Adjustment - 1953-56
Louis P. Bourgoin, April 26, 1973
Police Officer - 1929-54
Honorary Chief - 1955-56
Hazel C. Fogg, November 12, 1973
Trustee of Trust Funds - 1961-64
W. Wayne Shirley, December 25, 1973
Librarian - 1929-31
Representative - 1968-69
Budget Committee - 1972-73
Ralph B. Craig, Sr., December 30, 1973
Budget Committee - 1949-52
Selectman - 1951-53
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